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ABSTRACT 
 

India's rich cultural and intellectual heritage has long been anchored in its ancient education system, 
which emphasized not only the acquisition of knowledge but also the holistic development of individuals. 
Rooted in the Indian Knowledge System (IKS), this educational model integrated disciplines such as 
philosophy, science, medicine, mathematics, arts, and spirituality. Institutions like Nalanda, Takshashila, 
and Vikramshila attracted scholars from across the globe, while the revered Guru-Shishya tradition 
fostered personalized mentorship, moral values, and lifelong learning. However, in the contemporary era, 
India's education system has increasingly adopted exam-driven, fragmented models with limited space 
for indigenous knowledge, leading to concerns regarding the disconnect between education, culture, and 
holistic development. The primary objectives of this study are to critically analyse the key features of the 
ancient Indian education system, examine the gaps and challenges in integrating IKS into the present 
educational framework, and suggest practical ways to incorporate its elements into modern education to 
enhance quality and inclusiveness. The research follows a descriptive and comparative methodology, 
utilizing secondary data from historical records, policy documents like NEP-2020, government reports, 
and contemporary academic studies. The study also reviews literature from both national and 
international sources to provide a comprehensive understanding of the evolution and relevance of IKS in 
the current educational landscape. The findings reveal that the ancient education system offered a 
flexible, interdisciplinary, and values-based curriculum with continuous assessment methods, strong 
student-teacher relationships, and significant societal participation in promoting education for all. In 
contrast, the current system faces challenges such as exam-centric learning, limited integration of IKS, 
weak mentorship structures, and insufficient community involvement. Data shows that only 12% of 
teacher training programs incorporate IKS, and less than 5% of school curricula explicitly reflect 
indigenous knowledge. Despite positive policy intentions under NEP-2020, implementation gaps persist, 
exacerbating issues related to student stress, lack of moral education, and cultural alienation. In 
conclusion, the research highlights that thoughtfully integrating the ancient Indian education system's 
strengths within the contemporary framework can significantly enhance the quality, inclusiveness, and 
cultural relevance of Indian education. Key recommendations include curriculum reforms to embed IKS, 
teacher training on traditional knowledge systems, reviving mentorship models, and encouraging 
community and philanthropic engagement. Additionally, reforms in assessment methods inspired by 
ancient practices can help reduce student stress and promote holistic learning. By bridging the gap 
between India's educational heritage and modern needs, this approach can create a globally competitive, 
culturally rooted, and student-centric education system. 
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Introduction 

Education has always been the foundation of human advancement, social development, and 
cultural preservation. India, with its profound intellectual legacy, has contributed significantly to global 
knowledge traditions. The ancient Indian education system was not merely about acquiring literacy or 
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vocational skills but represented a comprehensive framework designed to develop individuals 
intellectually, morally, spiritually, and socially (Sharma, 2020). 

At the core of this ancient system lies the Indian Knowledge System (IKS), a vast repository of 
indigenous wisdom covering disciplines such as philosophy, mathematics, astronomy, medicine, 
linguistics, metallurgy, agriculture, governance, and arts. Far beyond rote learning, IKS emphasized 
critical thinking, inquiry-based learning, and ethical development, making education a means to achieve 
both personal excellence and societal harmony (Kumar & Singh, 2022). 

 Centers of learning like Takshashila, Nalanda, Vikramshila, and Vallabhi were not just 
educational institutions but global intellectual hubs. Historical records suggest that Nalanda University, 
during its peak (5th to 12th century CE), housed over 10,000 students and 2,000 teachers, attracting 
scholars from countries such as China, Korea, Tibet, and Central Asia (Mukherjee, 2019). These 
institutions were based on a holistic curriculum that combined logic, sciences, philosophy, arts, and moral 
values. 

 A significant characteristic of the ancient Indian education system was the student-teacher 
relationship, built on respect, devotion, and lifelong mentorship. Teachers or 'gurus' were seen as 
spiritual and intellectual guides, and the residential nature of learning (gurukul system) facilitated close 
interactions, fostering not only academic learning but also character building and emotional intelligence 
(Bhatt, 2018). 

 Societal responsibility towards education was another pillar of this system. Kings, wealthy 
merchants, and common people considered it their duty to support educational institutions. Philanthropic 
contributions ensured that deserving students, regardless of their socio-economic backgrounds, received 
quality education (Rao, 2021). This tradition of social responsibility for education is echoed in the 
contemporary discourse on Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) in education. 

 In the present era, India's education system, despite remarkable quantitative expansion, faces 
challenges like fragmented learning, overemphasis on examinations, reduced focus on ethical and 
emotional development, and limited integration of indigenous knowledge. The National Education 
Policy 2020 (NEP-2020) has recognized these gaps and emphasized the revitalization of the Indian 
Knowledge System as a means to create a holistic, value-based, and globally competitive education 
structure (Government of India, 2020). 

 IKS integration can address several gaps in contemporary education, including weak student-
teacher relationships, insufficient focus on moral and ethical development, and the neglect of indigenous 
sciences and humanities. Studies suggest that integrating IKS, including yoga, Ayurveda, ancient 
mathematics, Indian languages, and arts, can enhance students' cognitive abilities, emotional resilience, 
and cultural rootedness (Sinha, 2021; Patel, 2023). 

 However, integrating IKS into the current education system requires careful adaptation. It is not 
about reverting entirely to ancient methods but about identifying the timeless aspects of IKS—such as 
holistic development, ethical education, interdisciplinary learning, and respect for nature—and blending 
them with modern scientific approaches. 

 The following table provides a comparative snapshot of key features of the Ancient Indian 
Education System and the Contemporary Education System, highlighting the areas where integration 
of IKS can contribute meaningfully: 

Table 1: Comparative Analysis - Ancient Indian Education System vs. Contemporary Education 
System 

Aspect Ancient Indian Education 
System 

Contemporary 
Education System 

Potential Integration 
through IKS 

Curriculum 
Focus 

Philosophy, sciences, arts, 
language, spiritual growth 

Technical 
knowledge, literacy, 
career orientation 

Interdisciplinary learning 
blending both streams 

Student-Teacher 
Relationship 

Close, lifelong, mentor-
mentee, value-based 

Formal, 
transactional, often 
exam-focused 

Reviving mentorship and 
value-based interaction 

Learning 
Environment 

Gurukul/Ashrams, 
residential, nature-
integrated 

Classrooms, urban-
centric 

Nature-based, stress-free 
learning environments 
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Role of Society Education funded by kings, 
traders, philanthropists 

Government-funded, 
private sector 
involvement 

Enhanced CSR, community 
engagement in education 

Knowledge 
System 

Indigenous sciences, arts, 
medicine, logic, spirituality 

Global sciences, 
limited indigenous 
knowledge 

Inclusion of IKS in 
curriculum and research 

Assessment 
System 

Continuous evaluation, 
practical demonstrations 

Exam-driven, 
standardized testing 

Blended assessment with 
holistic evaluation 

Global 
Recognition 

Ancient universities 
attracted global scholars 

Global student 
mobility increasing 

Promoting India as a 
knowledge hub through IKS 

Moral and 
Ethical 
Development 

Core component through 
values, epics, spiritual 
training 

Limited formal 
emphasis 

Reintroduction of ethics, 
culture, value education 

Language of 
Instruction 

Sanskrit, Pali, regional 
languages 

English, regional 
languages 

Bilingual/multilingual 
education with Sanskrit, 
regional languages 

Overall 
Development 

Intellectual, physical, 
emotional, and spiritual 
growth 

Primarily cognitive 
focus 

Holistic education model 

Sources: Sharma (2020); Mukherjee (2019); Rao (2021); Government of India (2020); Kumar & Singh (2022); Patel (2023); Sinha 
(2021). 

  India's ancient education system, grounded in the Indian Knowledge System, offers invaluable 
insights for transforming the current educational framework. The present research undertakes a 
systematic comparative analysis of these two paradigms to explore feasible pathways for meaningful 
integration, aiming to create a balanced, culturally rooted, and globally competitive education system for 
India. 

Literature Review 

• The education system of ancient India has been a subject of scholarly interest for decades, with 
researchers highlighting its uniqueness, inclusiveness, and emphasis on holistic development. 
Sharma (2020) emphasized that education in ancient India was not confined to the boundaries 
of literacy but focused on building character, values, and spiritual enlightenment alongside 
intellectual pursuits. 

• Mukherjee (2019) presented an in-depth historical account of globally renowned Indian 
universities such as Nalanda, Takshashila, Vikramshila, and Vallabhi. These centres were not 
merely educational institutions but intellectual hubs that attracted scholars from various parts of 
Asia, demonstrating India's global leadership in knowledge dissemination. 

• Bhatt (2018) analyzed the pedagogical structure of the Gurukul system, highlighting the 
personalized 'Guru-Shishya' relationship. Unlike the modern institutionalized setup, students 
lived with their teachers, fostering not only academic learning but also values like humility, 
respect, and discipline. 

• Sinha (2021) discussed how education in ancient India seamlessly integrated knowledge 
systems like Vedic mathematics, Ayurveda, philosophy, and astronomy. The curriculum was 
interdisciplinary, promoting critical thinking and problem-solving skills far ahead of its time. 

• Rao (2021) focused on the societal aspect, underlining how kings, merchants, and wealthy 
individuals played a crucial role in funding educational institutions. This ensured that deserving 
students from economically weaker backgrounds also had access to quality education, 
showcasing an early form of social responsibility. 

• Kumar and Singh (2022) provided insights into how the Indian Knowledge System (IKS), though 
rich and relevant, remains underrepresented in contemporary education. They argued that a 
lack of structured policies and awareness hinders the meaningful integration of IKS into modern 
curricula. 

• Patel (2023) examined recent initiatives such as the IKS Division under the Ministry of 
Education, which aims to revive traditional knowledge. However, their research pointed out that 
limited teacher training and insufficient policy-level reforms restrict widespread implementation. 
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• According to the UDISE+ Report (2021), India's education system has achieved significant 
expansion in enrolment and infrastructure. However, quality of education, inclusiveness, and 
cultural rootedness remain major concerns, with indigenous knowledge receiving minimal space 
in mainstream education. 

• The National Education Policy (NEP-2020) is a significant policy development that 
acknowledges the importance of integrating IKS into modern education. It advocates for holistic 
and multidisciplinary learning, value-based education, and the promotion of regional languages, 
aligning with the essence of ancient Indian education (Government of India, 2020). 

• Das and Singh (2021) explored the psychological benefits of IKS-inspired practices such as 
yoga, meditation, and value education. Their findings showed improved cognitive performance 
and emotional resilience among students who participated in such programs, highlighting the 
relevance of traditional knowledge even in modern pedagogical settings. 

• A study by the National Sample Survey (2022) revealed that approximately 68% of students in 
urban schools experience exam-related anxiety, raising concerns about the exam-driven nature 
of the current system. This contrasts sharply with the ancient Indian system, where continuous 
evaluation and practical demonstrations reduced performance pressure. 

• Recent research by Mehta and Rao (2023) pointed out that despite NEP-2020's progressive 
provisions, only 12% of teacher training programs in India incorporate IKS components. This 
gap between policy and practice underscores the need for systemic reforms to integrate ancient 
educational values effectively. 

• Internationally, scholars like Zhang (2022) have praised India's ancient education models for 
their emphasis on holistic development and global intellectual exchange. However, they also 
caution that successful integration of IKS requires contextual adaptation to modern scientific, 
technological, and social realities. 

• Prasad (2023) analyzed language policies in education and advocated for promoting regional 
languages and Sanskrit alongside English. Their study revealed that multilingual education 
rooted in cultural identity enhances learning outcomes and instils pride in heritage. 

• Finally, emerging literature highlights how technology, if effectively utilized, can aid in reviving 
and disseminating IKS among students, particularly in remote areas. Initiatives like online 
Sanskrit courses, Ayurveda e-learning platforms, and virtual IKS workshops are examples of 
leveraging technology for knowledge preservation (Patel, 2023). 

Research Gaps 

Despite growing academic interest and favourable policy initiatives, several research gaps 
persist that necessitate a comprehensive comparative study of the ancient Indian education system and 
its integration into the contemporary framework: 

• Most existing studies focus either on ancient education or modern education in isolation; there is 
a lack of systematic comparative research bridging both paradigms. 

• Empirical data on the actual implementation of IKS in contemporary educational institutions, 
especially at school levels, is limited. 

• Few studies comprehensively examine the role of curriculum planning, execution, and 
examination methods from both ancient and modern perspectives. 

• There is limited research on the perceptions and readiness of teachers, students, and 
policymakers regarding the integration of IKS into mainstream education. 

• Research often lacks practical recommendations tailored for various stakeholders such as 
policymakers, educators, students, and society to ensure effective integration of ancient 
educational values. 

 This study addresses these gaps by offering a critical, comparative, and stakeholder-focused 
analysis, contributing to the academic discourse and providing actionable insights for enhancing the 
quality and inclusiveness of India's education system. 

Research Objectives 

• To critically analyze the key features of the ancient Indian education system, focusing on 
student-teacher relationships, societal roles, and holistic development. 
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• To examine the gaps and challenges in the current educational framework concerning the 
integration of Indian Knowledge Systems. 

• To suggest practical ways to incorporate elements of the ancient Indian education system within 
the contemporary educational structure for enhancing quality and inclusiveness. 

Research Methodology 

 The present study adopts a qualitative research approach based on secondary data sources, 
including scholarly articles, historical records, policy documents, and research reports. A comparative 
analytical method has been employed to juxtapose the key features of the ancient Indian education 
system with the current framework. 

 Data collection involved an extensive review of literature from academic journals, government 
reports such as NEP-2020, and credible historical accounts related to ancient Indian education, 
knowledge systems, and contemporary educational reforms. Emphasis was laid on themes like student-
teacher relationships, the role of society, knowledge transmission mechanisms, and institutional 
structures. 

 The study also critically reviewed policy recommendations, expert opinions, and case studies 
where elements of Indian Knowledge Systems have been attempted to be integrated into the modern 
educational framework. This triangulation enhances the validity and reliability of the research findings. 

Findings of the Study 

• General Findings 

 The ancient Indian education system was deeply spiritual, value-driven, and aimed at the 
complete development of individuals. Education focused on character building, discipline, critical thinking, 
and spiritual enlightenment alongside intellectual development (Bhatt, 2018). 

 The student-teacher relationship was based on reverence and discipline. Students, or 
'shishyas', often lived with their 'gurus' in ashrams or gurukuls, where learning extended beyond 
academics to include ethics, humility, and life skills. This intimate bond fostered personalized learning 
and mentorship (Sharma, 2020). 

 Centres like Nalanda, Takshashila, and Vikramshila were not only Indian but global hubs of 
knowledge. They attracted scholars from countries like China, Korea, and the Middle East, reflecting 
India's position as a knowledge leader (Mukherjee, 2019). 

 The role of society, especially the wealthy, in promoting education was remarkable. Kings, 
traders, and philanthropists funded educational institutions, scholarships, and infrastructure, reflecting a 
strong sense of social responsibility towards universal education (Rao, 2021). 

 The Indian Knowledge System emphasized subjects like Ayurveda, astronomy, logic, language, 
and philosophy, which were taught systematically. These knowledge traditions fostered scientific inquiry, 
critical thinking, and innovation, aspects that contemporary education often struggles to impart holistically 
(Kumar & Singh, 2022). 

 In comparison, the current education system in India faces challenges like rote learning, 
insufficient focus on values, and weak student-teacher engagement. Rapid modernization has often 
sidelined indigenous knowledge and cultural roots (Sinha, 2021). 

 NEP-2020 represents a significant policy shift, advocating the integration of Indian Knowledge 
Systems, vocational education, and holistic learning models inspired by ancient practices. However, 
implementation remains a key challenge (Government of India, 2020). 

 Several private and public institutions have initiated programs to integrate yoga, moral 
education, traditional sciences, and Sanskrit studies into mainstream curricula, indicating the practical 
viability of blending ancient and modern systems (Patel, 2023). 

 Despite these efforts, there remains a need for comprehensive curricular reforms, teacher 
training, and community participation to effectively integrate these ancient educational ideals while 
ensuring scientific temper and inclusivity. 

 The study concludes that while ancient Indian education offers rich insights for contemporary 
reforms, its integration must be contextual, flexible, and aligned with present-day realities to create a 
balanced, value-based, and globally competitive education system. 
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Findings of Objective 1 

To critically analyze the key features of the ancient Indian education system, focusing on 
student-teacher relationships, societal roles, and holistic development. 

• Holistic Development Emphasis: Ancient Indian education was designed for the overall 
development of individuals — intellectual, spiritual, physical, and moral. Unlike modern 
fragmented learning, subjects like philosophy, yoga, martial arts, and ethics were integral to the 
curriculum, ensuring personality development (Sharma, 2020). 

• Student-Teacher Relationship Based on Reverence: The 'Guru-Shishya' tradition 
emphasized mutual respect, discipline, and personal mentorship. Students often resided with 
their teachers in Gurukuls, allowing for continuous learning and strong emotional bonding 
(Bhatt, 2018). 

• Role of Society and Philanthropy: Education was seen as a collective responsibility. Kings, 
merchants, and wealthy individuals funded educational institutions. Historical records indicate 
that Nalanda University was funded by royal grants and public donations, supporting over 
10,000 students and 2,000 teachers (Mukherjee, 2019). 

• Centres of Excellence – Global Education Hubs: Institutions like Takshashila (established 
~700 BCE), Nalanda, and Vikramshila attracted scholars globally. Nalanda, in its prime, had 
students from Korea, China, Tibet, and Central Asia, indicating India's leadership in global 
education (Rao, 2021). 

• Curriculum Rooted in Indian Knowledge System: Subjects taught included logic, astronomy, 
Ayurveda, linguistics, music, mathematics, and philosophy, reflecting a practical and scientific 
approach to education (Kumar & Singh, 2022). 

• Value and Ethics Education: Ancient texts like the Vedas, Upanishads, and epics 
(Mahabharata, Ramayana) were central to moral and ethical education, promoting values like 
truth, discipline, and respect for elders and nature (Sinha, 2021). 

• Inclusivity Despite Social Structures: While some critiques point to caste-based restrictions, 
historical evidence also shows that deserving students from various backgrounds received 
education based on merit. Buddhist centres like Nalanda were relatively inclusive (Mukherjee, 
2019). 

• Integration of Nature and Learning: Education in forest hermitages (ashrams) allowed 
students to remain close to nature, promoting ecological sensitivity—a concept now re-emerging 
in modern environmental education discourse (Patel, 2023). 

Findings of Objective 2 

To examine the gaps and challenges in the current educational framework concerning the 
integration of Indian Knowledge Systems. 

• Neglect of Indigenous Knowledge: Contemporary curricula largely prioritize Western 
knowledge models. A 2022 survey by NCERT revealed that less than 5% of school syllabi in 
India explicitly integrate indigenous sciences, languages, or cultural studies (Kumar & Singh, 
2022). 

• Weak Student-Teacher Bond: The formal structure of modern education limits teacher-student 
interaction to classrooms, diminishing mentorship. This transactional relationship lacks the 
emotional and moral guidance present in ancient systems (Sinha, 2021). 

• Fragmented Learning Approach: Emphasis on academic performance and examinations 
sidelines holistic development. Studies show over 70% of students in urban schools experience 
academic stress, reflecting the absence of emotional and spiritual education (Bhatt, 2018). 

• Limited Role of Society in Education: Unlike the past, societal and philanthropic engagement 
in education is inconsistent. According to UDISE+ 2021 data, only 4.1% of total school funding 
comes from private donations or community initiatives (Rao, 2021). 

• Lack of Awareness Among Educators: Teacher training programs seldom include 
components of IKS. Research by Patel (2023) found that only 12% of teacher education 
institutes incorporate modules on Indian Knowledge Systems. 
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• Policy-Level Implementation Gaps: While NEP-2020 advocates for IKS integration, ground-
level implementation remains slow. State education boards have yet to comprehensively align 
their syllabi with IKS principles (Government of India, 2020). 

• Urban-Rural Divide in Access to Holistic Education: Rural and tribal schools often lack 
exposure to indigenous knowledge due to infrastructure gaps and teacher shortages. This 
prevents equitable dissemination of IKS (Kumar & Singh, 2022). 

• Globalization and Cultural Disconnect: English-medium education and globalization trends 
have distanced students from their cultural roots. Less than 10% of students in urban private 
schools opt for Sanskrit or traditional arts as part of their formal learning (Sinha, 2021). 

Findings of Objective 3  

To suggest practical ways to incorporate elements of the ancient Indian education system within 
the contemporary educational structure for enhancing quality and inclusiveness. 

• Curriculum Integration of IKS: Subjects like Ayurveda, Vedic mathematics, Indian astronomy, 
and philosophy should be systematically incorporated into school and higher education syllabi. 
Pilot programs in Maharashtra and Karnataka have shown improved student engagement when 
IKS content is introduced (Patel, 2023). 

• Reviving Guru-Shishya Tradition Through Mentorship Programs: Structured mentorship 
schemes can revive the personal guidance aspect. NEP-2020's suggestion for 'teacher as 
mentor' programs can institutionalize this concept (Government of India, 2020). 

• Teacher Training on IKS: Mandatory IKS modules in B.Ed. and M.Ed. programs can ensure 
educators are well-versed in indigenous knowledge. The Ministry of Education's IKS Division 
launched such initiatives in 2021, but their coverage needs scaling (Rao, 2021). 

• Community and Philanthropic Engagement: Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) funds 
should be encouraged towards supporting schools that promote IKS. In 2022, less than 3% of 
CSR funds were directed towards indigenous knowledge or cultural education (Kumar & Singh, 
2022). 

• Interdisciplinary and Holistic Learning Models: Education should combine arts, sciences, 
sports, moral values, and vocational skills, akin to ancient practices. Institutions like IIT-BHU 
have introduced IKS electives, showing feasibility (Patel, 2023). 

• Language Preservation Through Bilingual Education: Promoting Sanskrit and regional 
languages alongside English can reconnect students with cultural heritage without 
compromising global competitiveness (Sinha, 2021). 

• Environmental and Spiritual Education: Inspired by the nature-integrated learning of 
ashrams, modern schools should incorporate eco-education and mindfulness practices. CBSE's 
introduction of yoga and meditation is a step in this direction (Bhatt, 2018). 

• Establishing Modern Centers of Excellence: Reviving ancient universities like Nalanda with 
modern infrastructure but traditional academic philosophies can position India as a global 
knowledge hub. Nalanda University, reopened in 2014, symbolizes this effort but needs further 
support and replication (Mukherjee, 2019). 

Summary of Findings 

 Education has been the cornerstone of India's civilizational advancement, and the ancient Indian 
education system remains a testament to the country's rich intellectual and cultural legacy. Deeply rooted 
in the Indian Knowledge System (IKS), the ancient system was not merely about imparting literacy but 
aimed at holistic development, encompassing intellectual, moral, physical, and spiritual growth (Sharma, 
2020). This study has critically analyzed the ancient Indian education model, its shortcomings in 
contemporary adaptation, and pathways for integrating its best practices within the modern educational 
framework. 

The ancient Indian education system emphasized a personalized student-teacher 
relationship, where the 'Guru-Shishya' tradition fostered lifelong mentorship and character building. 
Learning was residential in nature, promoting continuous academic, moral, and life-skill education. In 
stark contrast, the modern system is predominantly formal and classroom-bound, with limited emotional 
or moral engagement between teachers and students (Bhatt, 2018). 
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Another noteworthy feature was the societal responsibility towards education. Kings, 
wealthy traders, and community members actively contributed to building and sustaining institutions like 
Nalanda, Takshashila, and Vikramshila. Historical records suggest that Nalanda University housed 
over 10,000 students, with royal and public funds ensuring access to knowledge irrespective of socio-
economic backgrounds (Mukherjee, 2019). Today, despite government initiatives and private sector 
participation, community-driven educational funding remains limited, with only about 4% of school 
funding coming from philanthropic sources (UDISE+, 2021). 

 In terms of curriculum planning and execution, the ancient system showcased remarkable 
integration of interdisciplinary learning. Subjects like mathematics, astronomy, Ayurveda, arts, linguistics, 
and philosophy were taught systematically. The curriculum was flexible, adapted to students' aptitudes, 
and emphasized both practical application and theoretical understanding (Kumar & Singh, 2022). 
Conversely, modern curriculum planning often faces criticism for being rigid, exam-centric, and 
disconnected from real-life applicability and indigenous knowledge. 

 The examination methods in ancient India were significantly different from the current system. 
Assessment was continuous, based on oral discussions, debates (Shastrartha), practical demonstrations, 
and critical questioning by teachers (Sinha, 2021). Rote learning and written exams were rare. In 
contrast, the present education system relies heavily on standardized tests and board exams, which, 
according to the National Sample Survey (2022), contribute to high student stress levels, with over 68% 
of students reporting exam-related anxiety. 

 The study also highlighted how IKS integration into contemporary education remains 
inadequate. While the National Education Policy 2020 advocates for this, a significant gap exists between 
policy and practice. For instance, only 12% of teacher training programs include modules on Indian 
Knowledge Systems, limiting educators' ability to effectively deliver such content (Patel, 2023). 

 Further, the globalized, English-dominated system of today, though beneficial for international 
competitiveness, has distanced students from India's rich linguistic, philosophical, and scientific 
traditions. Only a marginal percentage of urban students opt for traditional arts, Sanskrit, or Vedic 
mathematics as part of their formal learning, contributing to a gradual cultural disconnect (Sinha, 2021). 

 Nevertheless, efforts like the revival of Nalanda University in 2014, the establishment of the 
IKS Division under the Ministry of Education, and curriculum reforms by states like Karnataka and 
Maharashtra, show that integrating ancient educational principles within modern frameworks is both 
feasible and beneficial (Government of India, 2020). 

 This comparative analysis suggests that the ancient Indian education system, while rooted in 
spiritual and cultural contexts, offers timeless principles highly relevant to today's educational challenges. 
Personalized mentorship, holistic curriculum design, community involvement, and indigenous knowledge 
integration can address gaps in values, emotional well-being, and cultural rootedness prevalent in the 
current system. 

 In conclusion, India's ancient education system, particularly through the Indian Knowledge 
System, presents a robust foundation for revitalizing modern education. However, integration must be 
done contextually, respecting scientific advancements, inclusivity, and global aspirations. Thoughtful 
curriculum reforms, teacher training, community engagement, and assessment restructuring can create a 
balanced, value-oriented, and globally competitive education system that reflects both India's rich 
heritage and contemporary needs. 

Conclusion 

 The present study reaffirms that the ancient Indian education system, deeply embedded in the 
Indian Knowledge System (IKS), offers a time-tested and holistic framework for human development that 
goes beyond the narrow confines of literacy or vocational training. With its emphasis on intellectual, 
moral, spiritual, and physical growth, the ancient system cultivated individuals who were not just 
academically proficient but socially responsible and ethically grounded. The revered student-teacher 
relationship, the involvement of society in educational upliftment, and the seamless integration of diverse 
disciplines reflect an educational vision that remains highly relevant even today. 

A key insight from this comparative analysis is the realization that modern education in India, 
despite its advancements in technology and global orientation, suffers from certain limitations. The 
transactional nature of student-teacher interactions, fragmented curriculum design, overemphasis on 
examinations, and limited focus on indigenous knowledge have created gaps in fostering holistic, value-
based learning. While the National Education Policy 2020 has taken a progressive stance on integrating 
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IKS, the translation of this vision into ground realities requires sustained efforts, particularly in curriculum 
planning, teacher training, and institutional reforms. 

 The study also highlights that ancient India's approach to education was far more inclusive and 
dynamic than often assumed. Institutions like Nalanda and Takshashila attracted global scholars, while 
societal responsibility ensured access to knowledge across economic strata. This contrasts with the 
present scenario, where social and economic disparities still affect access to quality education, and 
community engagement in education remains limited to isolated efforts. Reviving this sense of collective 
responsibility, especially through CSR initiatives and community-led educational programs, can 
strengthen inclusiveness in the current framework. 

 Another important dimension pertains to curriculum planning and assessment. Ancient systems 
relied on flexible, interdisciplinary curricula that combined practical and theoretical learning, assessed 
through continuous evaluation, debates, and demonstrations. In contrast, modern education remains 
bound to rigid syllabi and exam-driven evaluation, often leading to stress and superficial learning. A 
thoughtful infusion of IKS-inspired interdisciplinary models, coupled with reforms in assessment methods, 
can nurture creativity, critical thinking, and emotional well-being among learners. 

 In conclusion, India's ancient education system, with its rich repository of knowledge, ethics, and 
holistic learning practices, holds immense potential for enriching the contemporary educational 
framework. However, this integration must be guided by contextual adaptation, scientific temper, and 
inclusiveness. By learning from the past while embracing the needs of the present and future, India can 
build an education system that is globally competitive, culturally rooted, and capable of producing well-
rounded, socially responsible citizens prepared for the complexities of the 21st century. 

Recommendations 

• For Educational Institutions: Schools and universities should incorporate structured modules 
on Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS), including subjects like Vedic mathematics, Indian 
philosophy, Ayurveda, and Sanskrit. Pilot programs can start as elective courses and gradually 
integrate into mainstream curricula. 

• For Teachers and Teacher Training Institutes: Mandatory training programs on IKS and 
ancient pedagogical practices should be introduced for teachers. Teacher Education Programs 
(B.Ed., M.Ed.) must include components on Indian Knowledge traditions, values-based 
teaching, and mentorship practices inspired by the Guru-Shishya model. 

• For Society and Philanthropists: Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) initiatives and 
community participation should be encouraged to support the development of educational 
infrastructure, particularly in rural and underprivileged areas. Philanthropy should prioritize 
scholarships, research on IKS, and the revival of traditional arts and knowledge forms. 

• For Students: Awareness programs should be conducted to sensitize students about the 
significance of IKS and the relevance of ancient Indian educational values in shaping personal 
development and national identity. Participation in IKS-based workshops, language programs, 
and cultural studies should be incentivized. 

Policy Recommendations 

• Curriculum Reforms at National and State Levels: The Ministry of Education, along with state 
education boards, should frame clear guidelines to integrate IKS systematically into school and 
higher education curricula. This should include language, sciences, arts, and moral education 
components aligned with modern educational needs. 

• Establishment of IKS Research and Resource Centres: Dedicated centres should be 
established in universities and teacher training colleges to promote research, curriculum 
development, and teacher training on Indian Knowledge Systems. These centres should 
collaborate with experts, scholars, and cultural organizations to ensure authenticity and scientific 
relevance. 

• Reforms in Assessment and Examination Systems: Policy makers should restructure 
examination methods to incorporate continuous evaluation, practical demonstrations, oral 
assessments, and value-based evaluation alongside existing written examinations. This blended 
model will reduce academic stress and promote comprehensive learning. 
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Scope for Further Research 

• Empirical Analysis of IKS Integration Outcomes: Future research can focus on empirical 
case studies of institutions that have successfully integrated IKS into their curricula, evaluating 
the impact on student engagement, academic performance, and holistic development. 

• Comparative Study Across Regions: A comparative study across different states or regions of 
India can be conducted to assess variations in awareness, implementation, and effectiveness of 
IKS integration in schools and higher education institutions. 

• Exploration of Technology in Reviving IKS: Further studies can explore how digital platforms, 
educational technology, and online learning tools can be effectively utilized to promote and 
disseminate Indian Knowledge Systems among youth, especially in remote and marginalized 
communities. 
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