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EFFECT OF IRRIGATION INTERVALS ON FLOWERING AND FRUITING OF
RAPHANUS SATIVUS CULTIVAR PUSA CHETKI

Dr. Rajshree Gupta*

ABSTRACT

Soil moisture plays a vital role in the overall plant environment, holding immense significance for
the growth and development of plants. Among the various factors present in the soil environment within a
specific climatic region, water conditions have the most pronounced impact on plant responses. In fact,
the influence of water availability surpasses that of any other individual factor in the soil. When soll
becomes excessively waterlogged, detrimental effects start to emerge. One of the major consequences
is the inhibition of respiration, which is a crucial metabolic process for plants. Waterlogged conditions
hinder the proper exchange of gases, leading to reduced respiration rates in plants. Consequently, this
impairment negatively affects the absorption and transport of water and essential minerals required for
plant growth. The results of the present investigation shed light on the effects of daily irrigation on plant
growth and development. It was observed that the plants subjected to daily irrigation exhibited enhanced
flowering, indicating that adequate water availability positively influences the reproductive processes of
plants. Additionally, protein synthesis was also found to occur in higher amounts in these irrigated plants,
suggesting that sufficient water supply supports the biosynthesis of proteins, which are essential for
various plant functions. Overall, these findings highlight the indispensable role of soil moisture in the
plant environment, emphasising the critical importance of water conditions for optimal plant growth,
development, and overall physiological activities.
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Introduction

Soil moisture stands as a paramount factor in the intricate web of the plant environment,
exerting a profound influence on various aspects of plant growth and development. Among the
multifarious factors within the soil environment, water conditions emerge as the primary determinant
shaping plant responses. The availability of water surpasses the impact of any other individual factor,
showcasing its pivotal role in regulating plant physiological processes. Understanding the intricate
relationship between soil moisture and plant responses holds the key to optimising agricultural practices,
enhancing crop yield, and mitigating the challenges posed by environmental fluctuations.

In this context, waterlogging, an excessive accumulation of water in the soil, emerges as a
critical phenomenon with deleterious consequences for plant health. The implications of waterlogging
extend far beyond its immediate effects, as it disrupts key processes such as respiration, nutrient uptake,
and hormonal activities. The inhibition of respiration under waterlogged conditions hampers the vital
exchange of gases, impairing the overall metabolic efficiency of plants. Consequently, the restricted
uptake and transport of water and essential minerals disrupt the delicate balance necessary for optimal
plant growth.

*

Associate Professor - Botany, BBD Government College, Chimanpura, Shahpura, Jaipur, Rajasthan,
India.



Dr. Rajshree Gupta: Effect of Irrigation Intervals on Flowering and Fruiting of Raphanus Sativus..... 11

Moreover, the altered hormonal activities in waterlogged plants have far-reaching implications
on their physiological and developmental processes. Hormonal regulation governs various vital functions
within plants, such as flowering, fruiting, and overall growth. Changes in hormonal activities, induced by
waterlogging, can lead to aberrant patterns of growth and development, further compromising plant
health and productivity.

To shed light on the intricate relationship between soil moisture and plant responses, the
present investigation aimed to explore the effects of daily irrigation on flowering and protein synthesis in
plants. By examining the impact of consistent water supply, this study seeks to elucidate the potential
benefits of adequate soil moisture on key plant processes. Understanding how water availability
influences flowering and fruiting will provide valuable insights into the physiological mechanisms
underlying plant responses to water conditions.

This research paper aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of the significance of soil
moisture on plant responses, highlighting the intricate interplay between water availability and various
physiological processes. By unravelling the complexities of plant-water interactions, this study contributes
to the development of sustainable agricultural practices and offers insights into strategies for mitigating
the challenges posed by water stress. Ultimately, this research endeavours to enhance our
understanding of the critical role of soil moisture in optimising plant growth, development, and overall
agricultural productivity.

Objectives

o Highlight the significance of soil moisture as a crucial factor in the plant environment.

. Emphasise the stronger influence of water conditions on plant responses compared to other
factors in the soil environment.

. Explain the detrimental effects of waterlogging, including respiration inhibition, hindered water
and mineral absorption, and altered hormonal activities.

. Present the findings of a specific investigation regarding the effects of daily irrigation on
flowering and fruiting in plants.

. Showcase the positive impact of adequate water availability on reproductive processes in
plants.

. Reinforce the importance of maintaining optimal soil moisture levels for optimal plant growth,

development, and physiological activities.
Materials and Methods

To investigate the influence of different irrigation intervals on the flowering and fruiting of
Raphanus sativus var. Pusa chetki, a series of pot culture experiments were conducted under natural
environmental conditions. The experimental setup involved the use of pots measuring 15 x 15 inches,
filled with 10 kg of air-dried garden soil. Each pot was equipped with a drainage hole to ensure proper
water management.

Seeds of Raphanus sativus var. Pusa chetki were sown in the prepared pots at a depth of 5 cm,
with 20 seeds evenly distributed at equal distances within each pot. To ensure the reliability of the
results, each treatment was replicated three times, providing a robust experimental design. Throughout
the course of the study, standard cultural practices were diligently followed as necessary.

To prevent any potential contamination and maintain consistent lighting conditions, the
experimental pots were arranged at appropriate distances from each other. This arrangement aimed to
minimize cross-contamination between the pots and ensure that all plants received a uniform amount of
light.

After an initial growth period of 15 days, the survival rate of the seedlings was recorded. From
the remaining seedlings, four plants were retained in each pot to continue their growth under natural
conditions for a period of 45 days. This allowed the plants to establish their root systems and undergo
early vegetative growth stages.

To assess the impact of different irrigation intervals on flowering and fruiting, one plant from
each replication was retained until the completion of 100 days. This extended observation period
provided sufficient time for the plants to reach maturity and exhibit the full spectrum of their reproductive
processes.
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By implementing this experimental setup, the study aimed to elucidate the effects of irrigation
intervals on the flowering and fruiting patterns of Raphanus sativus var. Pusa chetki. The comprehensive
design, adherence to standard cultural practices, and meticulous data collection procedures ensured the
reliability and accuracy of the study's findings.

Results and Discussions

In the present investigation (as shown in Table 1), the assessment of flowering and protein
synthesis after 100 days of growth yielded significant insights. Notably, it was observed that flowering in
the reference cultivar, Pusa chetki, occurred exclusively in plants subjected to daily irrigation. The control
plants displayed a range of 14 to 16 flowers and 8 to 94 bracket fruits. The inhibition of flowering and
shooting under different irrigation treatments highlights the need for further investigation into this
phenomenon.

Table 1: Effect of Irrigation Intervals on Flowering and Fruiting of
Raphanus Sativus Cultivar Pusa Chetki

Sr. No. Irrigation Intervals (Hours) Flowering Fruiting
1 Control (24 hrs) 14-18 8-9
2 48 hrs - -
3 72 hrs - -
4 96 hrs - -
5 Water logging - -

(Values represent the mean of three replicates)

The observed superiority of growth parameters in the plants irrigated daily can be attributed to
favourable water conditions, leading to enhanced rates of cell division and elongation, increased
photosynthetic activity of leaves, and improved uptake of mineral nutrients from the soil. These factors
collectively contribute to the overall growth and vigour of the plants. A similar reduction in germination
percentage in response to increasing moisture stress was also reported by Singh (1992) in lentils. Singh
concluded that higher osmotic potential inhibits germination in lentil varieties due to insufficient moisture
levels below the required threshold for germination.

The negative impact of increasing moisture stress on seedling growth and vigour has been
documented in various plant species. Singh and Afria (1986) reported a reduction in seedling growth in
Cyamopsis tetragonoloba, Singh (1979) in Zea mays, and Sharma and Raina (1993) in Raphanus
sativus. Singh and Rai (1980) further observed that moisture stress not only inhibits seed germination
and seedling growth but also affects the sugar and protein regulation in leguminous crops. Furthermore,
several studies have indicated the favourable response of mustard crops to irrigation, as reported by
Mathur and Tomar (1971), Bhan and Singh (1979), and Singh et al. (1985). Conversely, waterlogged
conditions resulted in significantly reduced germination rates and inhibited growth.

This adverse effect can be attributed to the poor soil aeration in waterlogged areas, leading to
decreased respiration and impaired uptake of mineral nutrients, ultimately resulting in plant death. Durrell
(1941) observed that plants generally exhibit poor growth or early mortality in submerged or poorly
aerated soil.

He concluded that it may or may not be the excess of water which is always harmful but the lack
of aeration resulting from submersion which seems to be a more important factor for plant death.
Simultaneously the poor aeration and concomitant depressed respiration, adversely affected the mineral
nutrition of plants under waterlogged condition which resulted in the stunted growth of plants.

Stanhill (1975) reported that stunted growth of plants in waterlogged condition is obviously due
to the lack of soil aeration. Richard and Wadleight (1959) observed that waterlogged soil affects the
nutrients of plants.

These findings collectively emphasise the critical role of proper irrigation and soil moisture
management in ensuring optimal plant growth and development. Understanding the impact of water
conditions on flowering, fruiting, and overall plant performance contributes to the formulation of effective
agricultural strategies, enabling farmers to enhance crop yield and mitigate the risks associated with
water stress. Continued research in this field will undoubtedly provide valuable insights and pave the way
for sustainable and efficient water management practices in agriculture.
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Conclusions

In conclusion, this research paper has provided a comprehensive investigation into the
significance of soil moisture on plant responses. The findings of this study emphasise the paramount
importance of water conditions in shaping plant physiology and development, surpassing the influence of
other individual factors within the soil environment. The detrimental effects of waterlogging, such as
respiration inhibition, hindered nutrient uptake, and altered hormonal activities, highlight the critical need
for maintaining optimal soil moisture levels.

The results of the present investigation have shed light on the positive impact of daily irrigation
on plant growth and development. The observed increase in flowering and protein synthesis in plants
subjected to regular water supply underscores the vital role of adequate soil moisture in supporting
reproductive processes and protein biosynthesis. These findings have significant implications for
optimizing agricultural practices and enhancing crop yield, particularly in regions prone to water stress.

By understanding the intricate relationship between soil moisture and plant responses, this
research contributes to the development of sustainable agricultural strategies. The knowledge gained
from this study can inform irrigation practices, ensuring the efficient use of water resources while
maximizing plant productivity. Moreover, the insights into the physiological mechanisms underlying plant-
water interactions provide a foundation for developing resilient crop varieties and implementing effective
water management strategies.

In conclusion, the present research underscores the criticality of maintaining optimal soil
moisture levels for achieving optimal plant growth, development, and overall agricultural productivity. The
study highlights the need for ongoing research and collaborative efforts to further explore the
complexities of plant-water interactions and develop innovative solutions for mitigating the challenges
posed by water stress. Ultimately, by harnessing the potential of soil moisture management, we can
foster sustainable agriculture and secure global food security in the face of evolving environmental
conditions.
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