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ABSTRACT 
 

Bioactive extracts from different parts of Leea macrophylla. (Roxb.) member of Leeaceae family was 
investigated for antimicrobial properties. The perennial shrub has been utilized in floklore medicinal 
system. Phytochemical rich herb has shown significant therapeutic effect in treatment of ailments with 
explicit pharmacological response including anti-inflammatory, antilithotropic, hepatoprotective, 
neuroprotective and antidiarroheal as well. Phytochemical investigation revealed the high amount of 
primary and secondary metabolites enriching the nutritious and medicinal value of the herb in study.  
Presence of bioactives led researchers to conduct preclinical studies on the Leea macrophylla for its 
pharmacological response against pathogenic micro-organisms responsible for major setbacks in human 
health. The method implemented was well diffusion method for testing antimicrobial activity   against 
gram-positive, gram-negative pathogenic bacterial strains isolated clinically and certain infective fungal 
strains. Medicinally important and bioactive rich medicinal plant Leea macrophyllatested for antimicrobial 
studies. The experimental study was carried out for antimicrobial efficacy in aerial parts, fruitning bodies, 
underground parts as well as invitro grown callus for comparative analysis. The observation and 
interpretation of the experiment conducted were discussed in the presented literature. The findings in the 
current analysis supports and clear recommend that Ethanolic extracts possess significant antimicrobial 
property against microbial clinical isolates in study. 
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Introduction 

The rising awareness for herbal formulations and medications lead to the investigate novel 
antimicrobial mediators serving as an substitute course as compared to chemical-based drug and proven 
adverse side effects of same which is constantly a matter of concern. Leea macrophylla, recognized 
locally as Hastikarna Palash, member of the family Leeaceae (Singh and Singh, 1981). The herb is 
accessible in Savar, Dinajpur and Chittagong Mountain areas of Bangladesh Leea macrophylla has been 
researched for its in vitro antibacterial activity against infective strains of Staphylococcus, Micrococcus 
and Pasteurella bacteria in addition to its in vivo and in vitro anti-malarial, antioxidant, and antibacterial 
evaluations of Leea genus has been shown by Joshi et al., 2016 along with supplementary traditional 
practices in treatment of ailments by the genus. Leaves of L. macrophylla analysed for remedial 
treatment for arthritis, boils as well (Zaoui et al., 2002). Suspension of dried powders of the roots 
immersed in coconut oil is used on lesions and abscesses. Foliage juice has been known for its local anti 
-inflammatory property (Dewanjeeet al, 2013) and used in carbuncles, arthritis, swelling, gout and 
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rheumatoid atrophy of bones (Uddin et al., 2006). Herb preparations are widely in use by the physicians 
of Ayurveda in the grounding regular tonic modaka (Singh and Singh,1981). It has also been recognized 
and researched for ethno botanical implementation in thyromegaly, lipoma, gastrointestinal tumor and 
tetanus (Garodiaet al.,2007). The current work, consequently projected to examine the diverse bioactive 
fractions extracted from L. macrophylla as a part of phytochemical screening and for its bacteriocidal 
activity. The herb in study has been traditionally used as curatives of varying diseases. The initiation of 
orthodox medicinal system has not smeared the usage of medicinal flora (Sahoo et al., 2010; Akinyemi et 
al., 2005).  According to W.H.O over more than 80% of the world’s inhabitants counts on traditional 
medicine for their prime health care needs and wellbeing (Duraipandiyanet al., 2006). Antidiarrhoeal and 
antimicrobial activities of Emilia coccinea (Teke et al., 2007) and antimicrobial effect of P.amarus and P. 
nigrescens has been reported by Oluwafemi and Debiri, 2008. This global attention in medicinally 
important plants mirrors acknowledgment of the rationality of many traditional claims concerning the 
worth of natural preparations and products (Borris et al., 1996) in human well-being and the development 
of resistance against microbes in contrast to the antibiotics, has directed the researchers to inspect the 
antimicrobial potential of medicinal plants (Veeramuthu et al.,2006). The purpose led to test essential oils 
and preparation of active principles, extracts of numerous plants screened for the antimicrobial property, 
as a consequence numerous reports reviewed in the previous research demonstrating the bioefficacy of 
phytoconstituents and secondary metabolites. Substantial consideration given to the plant extracts and 
pure extracts since for their fewer side effects in addition to high resistance near to innumerable 
microbes. Antimicrobials originated from plants characterize a huge untapped source for remedies and 
further investigation of plant antimicrobials is desirable to harness their massive therapeutic and healing 
potential (Rajesh et al.,2012) with gastro protective potential of Leea macrophylla (Swarnalatha et al., 
2019) hepatoprotective activity (Blumrget al., 1989; Akhter et al. 2015) to combat liver diseases by using 
herbal formulations (Dhiman and Chawla, 2005). Phytoconstituents employed as antimicrobial agents 
proved effective in the treatment of communicable ailments (Aswathanarayan and Vittal, 2013) though 
concurrently mitigating countless of the side effects that are frequently associated with use of synthetic 
antimicrobial drugs (Olowosuluet al., 2006). Roots of Plectranthushereroensis have been reported for its 
antimicrobial activity due to diterpenes was investigated with significant potency (Batista et al., 1994). 
The phytochemical study based on data provide ethnopharmacologically and evidences is common and 
effective method in sighting of novel anti-infective and anti-inflammatory agents from economic important 
herbs with high medicinal value.  

Methodology 

• Test Microorganisms Used 

 Antimicrobial activity of Leea macrophylla extracts was screened against a range of bacterial 
and fungalstrains. Bacterial strains employed were Micromonospora purpurea, Acinetobacter 
calcoaceticus, Staphylococcus epidermidis, and Zymomonas mobilis. Fungal strains employed were 
Alternaria solani, Fusarium culmorum, Penicillium chrysogenum, and Phanerochaete 
chrysosporium. Microorganisms were maintained on respective culture media under standard laboratory 
conditions before their use. 

• Plant Collection and Authentication 

Fresh plant parts of Leea macrophylla was obtained from the Department of Botany, University 
of Rajasthan, Jaipur, India. The Leea species was recognized and validated by a taxonomist of the same 
department.  

The plant samples were washed properly to eliminate any dust and debris, following which they 
were shade-dried at room temperature. Both in vivo (naturally occurring) plant tissues and in vitro (tissue 
culture-derived callus) material were dried and crushed into rough powder using a sterile mechanical 
grinder. The resulting powder material was transferred to airtight containers for further investigation. 

Preparation of Extracts 

 Ethanolic extracts were separately prepared from aerial parts viz., leaves, stems, seeds, 
geopositive part root and in vitro grown callus tissues. Twenty grams of dry powder was packed in a 
cellulose thimble for each extraction and was extracted with a Soxhlet apparatus by using ethanol as a 
solvent. The extraction was repeated until the solvent became clear, indicating the cessation of 
extraction. The extracted samples were filtered and concentrated at room temperature by allowing the 
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solvent to evaporate. Dry weight and wet weight analysed for each sample extraction. The crude extracts 
were preserved in sterile glass tubes and employed for the subsequent antimicrobial assays. 

Microbial Cell Suspension Standardization 

To obtain standard inocula, five pure culture of separate test microorganism aseptically 
inoculated into sterile test tubes slants containing 10 mL of sterile Mueller-Hinton Broth for bacterial 
isolates or Potato Dextrose Broth for fungal isolates. The inoculated broths were then incubated at 37°C 
for 18 hours to ensure maximum microbial growth. At the completion of the incubation period, the 
turbidity of each culture was visually adjusted to the 0.5 McFarland standard, as described by the 
protocol of Cheesbrough(2004), to ensure a consistent microbial concentration per assay. 

The microbial strains used in the current analysis were Micromonospora purpurea, 
Acinetobacter calcoaceticus, Staphylococcus epidermidis, Zymomonas mobilis, Alternaria solani, 
Fusarium culmorum, Penicillium chrysogenum, and Phanerochaete chrysosporium. Clinical isolates 
of the microbes were obtained from the Department of Microbiology, SMS Medical College, Jaipur, 
Rajasthan, India. The isolates were pure cultured and then stored on Nutrient Agar (for bacteria) or 
Potato Dextrose Agar (PDA) slants (for fungi) at 4°C until further need. 

Antimicrobial Sensitivity Assay 

• Agar Well Diffusion Method 

 Antimicrobial activity of Leeamacrophylla ethanolic extracts was examined by the agar well 
diffusion method. Isolated extracts were obtained from the leaves, stems, roots, seeds, and in vitro callus 
tissue of the plant. Standardized microbial cultures were seeded on sterile petri plates poured with either 
Mueller-Hinton Agar for bacterial strains and Potato Dextrose Agar (PDA) for fungal strains. Sterilized 
medium of approximately 15 to 20 mL was poured into each petri plate and left to solidify under aseptic 
conditions. 

A sterile cotton swab was used to evenly spread each of the microbial suspensions on the 
surface of the solid medium. Wells having a diameter of around 6mm and 2cm center-to-center were 
drilled gently using a sterile cork borer followed by addition of 100 µL of corresponding plant extract into 
each well marked and labeled. The plates were incubated at 37°C for 24 hours under aerobic conditions. 

Antimicrobial activity was quantified by measurement of inhibition zone diameter (inmm) around 
the wells in the form of clear zones. The assays were conducted in triplicate for reproducibility and 
accuracy. Negative controls were wells containing solvents (water, methanol, acetone)and standard 
antibiotics (ampicillin against bacteria and fluconazole against fungi) were used as positive controls. 

Significant Outcomes 

• Leea macrophylla Extracts Antimicrobial Activity 

The ethanolic extracts from various parts of Leea macrophylla proved to possess a wide range 
of microbicidal activity against the tested bacterial and fungal strains. Plant material-based in vivo and in 
vitro studies showed effective inhibition, suggesting existence of bioactive phytocompounds. 

• Antibacterial Activity 

Antibacterial activity of the plant extracts is presented in Table 1. All extracts inhibited Gram-
positive and Gram-negative bacterial strains. Remarkably, leaf extract inhibited Micromonospora 
purpurea with a maximum zone of inhibition (18 mm), which nearly matched that of the control antibiotic 
ampicillin (20mm). Similarly, both seed and leaf extracts inhibited Acinetobacter calcoaceticus strongly.  

Rootextract inhibited Zymomonas mobilis with high efficacy (18mm), and seed extract inhibited 
Staphylococcus epidermidis strongly with high efficacy (17mm).Other plant parts also inhibited bacterial 
growth significantly, thereby confirming the extensive antimicrobial activity of the species. 

• Antifungal Activity 

The extracts of the plant were also discovered to have high antifungal activity. From Table 1, it 
is clear that the leaf and seed extracts inhibited the tested fungal strains with inhibition zones of 20 mm 
and 18 mm, respectively, hence indicating antifungal activity comparable to that of fluconazole. This 
verifies the antifungal activity of Leea macrophylla, hence its potential use as a natural antifungal agent. 
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The overall results showed that all Leea macrophylla ethanolic extracts are strongly exhibited 
antimicrobial property. Mainly, the leaf and seed extracts have emerged to be most bioactive against 
a variety of pathogenic microorganisms. 

The plant seems to be a promising candidate for additional pharmacognostic investigation, 
with prospects for development as alternative antimicrobial agents and there by surmounting the rising 
issue of drug resistance and thus augment reliance over herbal remedies to alleviate serious ailments 
caused by microbes under investigation. 

Table 1: Antimicrobial Property of Ethanolic Extracts of Leea Macrophylla. 

 

 
 

MP: M. purpurea, AC: A. calcoaceticus, SE: S. epidermidis, ZM: Z. mobilis, AS: A. solani, FC: F. 
culmorum ,PC: P. chrysogenum, PCH: P. chrysosporium 
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Test Organisms Plant Parts 
Zones of Growth Inhibition (MM) 

Standard Callus Leaf Stem Root Seed 

M. purpurea 20 11 18 15 8 19 

A. calcoaceticus 16 13 17 15 13 16 

S. epidermidis 17 10 11 13 14 17 

Z. mobilis 28 12 15 12 18 14 

A. solani 20 10 12 8 5 15 

F. culmorum 21 14 14 10 16 13 

P. chrysogenum 19 12 18 10 9 20 

P. chrysosporium 21 9 19 11 16 21 
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Discussion 

Numerous research had shown that plants possess antimicrobial constituents (El-Said et 
al.,1971, Lewis, 1980; Zaria et al 1975, Ibekwe et al., 2001, Akujobiet al., 2004, 2006). The outcomes of 
the experimental analysis is at par principally with researched work of the former researchers. The 
presence of flavonoids, tannins, saponins, cardiac glycosides and alkaloids shown to be associated with  
the plant extracts imparting antimicrobial potential (Boham and Kocipai, 1974) have been reported to 
possess antimicrobial properties (Bastista et al., 1994; Boris, 1996; Olowusulu and Ibrahim, 2006; 
Akimnjobi et al 2006). Tsuchiya et al.,(1996) accredited the antimicrobial activities of flavonoids and the 
ability to compound with extracellular and soluble proteins of bacterial cell walls thereby disrupting 
microbial cells membranes. The findings of the experimental study suggests that Leea macrophylla 
possesses notable antimicrobial properties, supporting its traditional use as a natural remedy for treating 
microbial infections. The ethanol extracts, particularly from the leaves and seeds, demonstrated 
significant inhibitory effects against both bacterial and fungal pathogens. These results indicate that the 
plant contains bioactive compounds with broad-spectrum antimicrobial potential and also combat with the 
growing concern over antibiotic resistance, Leea macrophylla may serve as a valuable source for the 
development of substitute of antimicrobial agents. 

References 

1. Akhter, S., Rahman, M. A., Aklima, J., Hasan, M. R., & Hasan Chowdhury, J. K. (2015). 
Antioxidative role of Hatikana (Leea macrophylla Roxb.) partially improves the hepatic damage 
induced by CCl4 in Wistar albino rats. BioMed Research International, 2015(1), 356729. 

2. Akujobi, C. O., Ogbulie, J. N., &Uchegbu, U. N. (2006). Antibacterial activities and preliminary 
phytochemical screening of Vernonia amygdalina and Citrus aurantifolia. Nigerian Journal of 
Microbiology, 20(1), 649–654. 

3. Akujobi, C., Anyanwu, B. N., Onyeze, C., & Ibekwe, V. I. (2004). Antibacterial activities and 
preliminary phytochemical screening of four medicinal plants. J. Appl. Sci, 7(3), 4328-4338. 

4. Aswathanarayan, J. B., & Vittal, R. R. (2013). In vitro evaluation of antioxidant and antibacterial 
activities of Rotula aquatica and Ancistrocladusheyneanus: Antioxidant and antimicrobial activity 
of medicinal plants. Journal of Pharmacy Research, 6(2), 313-317. 

5. Batista, O., Duarte, A., Nascimento, J., Simões, M. F., de la Torre, M. C., & Rodríguez, B. 
(1994). Structure and antimicrobial activity of diterpenes from the roots of 
Plectranthushereroensis. Journal of natural products, 57(6), 858-861. 

6. Blumberg, B. S., Millman, I., Venkateswaran, P. S., & Thyagarajan, S. P. (1989). Hepatitis B 
virus and hepatocellular carcinoma--treatment of HBV carriers with Phyllanthus amarus. Cancer 
Detection and Prevention, 14(2), 195-201. 

7. Boham, B. A., &Kocipai-Abyazan, R. (1974). Flavonoids and condensed tannins from leaves of 
Hawaiian vaccinium vaticulatum and V. calycinium. Pacific sci, 48(4), 458-463. 

8. Borris, R. P. (1996). Natural products research: perspectives from a major pharmaceutical 
company. Journal of ethnopharmacology, 51(1-3), 29-38. 

9. Calixto, J. B., Santos, A. R., Filho, V. C., & Yunes, R. A. (1998). A review of the plants of the 
genus Phyllanthus: their chemistry, pharmacology, and therapeutic potential. Medicinal research 
reviews, 18(4), 225-258. 

10. Dewanjee, S., Dua, T. K., & Sahu, R. (2013). Potential anti-inflammatory effect of Leea 
macrophylla Roxb. leaves: A wild edible plant. Food and Chemical Toxicology, 59, 514-520. 

11. Dhiman, R. K., & Chawla, Y. K. (2005). Herbal medicines for liver diseases. Digestive diseases 
and sciences, 50, 1807-1812. 

12. El-Said, F., Fadulu, S. O., Kuye, J. O., &Sofowora, E. A. (1971). Native cures in Nigeria, II. The 
antimicrobial properties of the buffered extracts of chewing sticks. 

13. Garodia, P., Ichikawa, H., Malani, N., Sethi, G., & Aggarwal, B. B. (2007). From ancient 
medicine to modern medicine: ayurvedic concepts of health and their role in inflammation and 
cancer. J Soc Integr Oncol, 5(1), 25-37. 



14 International Journal of Education, Modern Management, Applied Science & Social Science (IJEMMASSS) -July- September, 2025 

 

14. Ibekwe, V. I., Ubochi, K. C., & Anyanwu, B. N. (2000). The prevalence of penicillin resistance in 
organisms that cause sexually transmitted diseases in Port Harcourt, Nigeria. International 
Journal of Environmental Health Research, 10(3), 251-255. 

15. Joshi, A., Prasad, S. K., Joshi, V. K., & Hemalatha, S. (2016). Phytochemical standardization, 
antioxidant, and antibacterial evaluations of Leea macrophylla: a wild edible plant. journal of 
food and drug analysis, 24(2), 324-331. 

16. Lewis, W. H. (1980). Plants used as chewing sticks. Journal of Preventive Dentistry. 

17. Olowosulu, A. K., & Ibrahim, Y. K. E. (2006). Studies on the antimicrobial screening of Aqueous 
extracts of five plants used in Folk medicine in Nigeria. West Afr J Boil Sci, 3(5), 21-6. 

18. Oluwafemi, F., &Debiri, F. (2008). Antimicrobial effect of Phyllanthus amarus and Parquetina 
nigrescens on Salmonella typhi. African Journal of Biomedical Research, 11(2). 

19. Rajesh, R., Chitra, K., & Padmaa, M. P. (2012). Anti hyperglycemic and anti-
hyperlipidemicactivity of aerial parts of A. lanata Linn Juss in streptazotocin-induced diabetic 
rats. Asian J Trop Biomed, 2(2), 5924-9. 

20. Sahoo, N., Manchikanti, P., & Dey, S. (2010). Herbal drugs: standards and 
regulation. Fitoterapia, 81(6), 462-471. 

21. Singh, R. S., & Singh, A. N. (1981). On the identity and economico-medicinal uses of 
Hastikarnapalāsa (Leea macrophylla Roxb., Family: Ampelidaceae) as evinced in the ancient 
(Sanskrit) texts and traditions. Indian Journal of History of Science, 16(2), 219-222. 

22. Swarnalatha, G., Poojitha, M., & Reddy, K. B. (2019). Evaluation of the gastroprotective effect of 
Lee macrophylla. International Journal of Research in Pharmaceutical Sciences, 10(1), 367-371. 

23. Teke, G. N., Kuiate, J. R., Ngouateu, O. B., &Gatsing, D. (2007). Antidiarrhoeal and 
antimicrobial activities of Emilia coccinea (Sims) G. Don extracts. Journal of 
ethnopharmacology, 112(2), 278-283. 

24. Tsuchiya, H., Sato, M., Miyazaki, T., Fujiwara, S., Tanigaki, S., Ohyama, M., ... & Iinuma, M. 
(1996). Comparative study on the antibacterial activity of phytochemical flavanones against 
methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus. Journal of ethnopharmacology, 50(1), 27-34. 

25. Veeramuthu Duraipandiyan, V. D., MuniappanAyyanar, M. A., & Savarimuthu Ignacimuthu, S. I. 
(2006). Antimicrobial activity of some ethnomedicinal plants used by Paliyar tribe from Tamil 
Nadu, India. 

26. Zaoui, A., Cherrah, Y., Mahassini, N., Alaoui, K., Amarouch, H., & Hassar, M. (2002). Acute and 
chronic toxicity of Nigella sativa fixed oil. Phytomedicine, 9(1), 69-74. 

 

❑❑❑ 


