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BRIDGING REALITIES: THE ENDURING MAGIC OF CHILDREN’S LITERATURE

Dr. Mobaraka Moosavi*

ABSTRACT

Children’s literature has since flourished, reflecting the changing societal attitudes towards
childhood and education. Children’s literature refers to literary works specifically created for and targeted
towards children. It encompasses a wide range of genres, styles, and formats, including picture books,
chapter books, middle grade novels, and young adult fiction. The primary purpose of children’s literature
is to entertain, educate and inspire young readers, fostering their imagination, empathy, and cognitive
development. This paper explores the profound role of children’s literature as a bridge between reality
and imagination. Examining how stories crafted for young minds serve as transformation tools, it delves
into the ways in which literature ignites the imagination while simultaneously addressing real —world
issues. From whimsical tales to narratives tackling diversity, empathy and resilience, children’s literature
emerges as a powerful means of bridging the gap between the tangible and the fantastical. By fostering
a connection between the readers everyday experiences and the magical realms within the pages, these
literary works contribute to the holistic development of children’s, molding not only their understanding of
the world but also nurturing a sense of wonder and curiosity.
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Introduction

Children’s literature holds a magical realm where words weave enchanting tales, sparking
imaginations and fostering a love for storytelling from an early age. It serves as a gateway to a world
where fantastical creatures, courageous adventures and valuable life lessons come alive on the pages of
colorful books. Beyond mere entertainment, Children’s literature plays a pivotal role in shaping young
minds, imparting values, and instilling a lifelong passion for reading. In this vibrant literary landscape ,
authors craft narratives that resonate with the innocence, curiosity and boundless creativity inherent in
childhood ,creating a rich tapestry of stories that leave an indelible mark on the hearts of young readers.

In the enchanting universe of children’s literature, each turn of a page unveils a gateway to a
realm where the ordinary transforms into the extraordinary. These tales, carefully crafted for young
readers, serve as more than mere stories. They are portals that bridge the tangible world with the
boundless landscapes of imagination. Exploring the significance of children’s literature goes beyond
acknowledging its entertainment value; it delves into the profound impact it has on the cognitive,
emotional, and moral development of the youngest members of society.
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Childhood, is the most smart, clever and versatile phase of the development of human mind, is
a very serious or incisive stage in the cognitive development and experimental learning of the stages of
human development. Children’s literature is an extremely important tool or rather an influential driver for
the foundational development of a child’s language and acquisition as well as encouraging medium for
the generation of a child’s actively emerged imagination. (S.M. AUDSLEY, 2019). When did human
thinking come into being? This kind of answer is generally given that this philosophical thought originated
from the Greek period. But the truth of the story is not that such a thought suddenly arose in one period
at a time, but the truth is that this thought had a course that reached a conclusion in the Greek period and
was organized by scientists. Just as the opinion of people say that thinking has been created since the
time when man came into being. The same points that were presented also apply to children’s literature.
Children used to perform a series of movements and songs to encourage and make the babies happy,
and this course of children’s literature begins exactly from the same time and in the end, it causes a
literature among them to be devoted to children.

The main significance of children’s literature emerged in the first half of the 20th century, and
nowadays children’s literature has become avowed as an important tool for supporting language
development and creativity among preschool and primary school students. Children’s literature can be
defined as good —quality trade books varying from poetry and prose to fiction and non fiction, which are
written for children from the ages of birth to adolescence as well as prepared according to the
developmental characteristics of children within each age group (simsek & yakar ,2014).

Importance of Children Literature in Child Development

Children’s literature plays a crucial role in the holistic development of a child. Its importance
extends beyond mere entertainment, as it contributes significantly to various aspects of cognitive,
emotional, social and linguistic development. Here are key reasons highlighting the importance of
children literature in child development:

. Language Development: Exposure to a rich and diverse vocabulary through literature helps
children develop their language skills. Reading books aloud to children enhances their listening
and comprehension abilities, enriches their vocabulary, and lays the foundation for strong
communication skills.

. Cognitive Skills: Children’s literature often introduces young readers to new concepts, ideas
and problems solving scenarios. Engaging with stories stimulates critical thinking, imagination
and cognitive development .it helps children make connections between words and images,
understand cause and effect, and develop logical reasoning.

. Social and Emotional Development: Many children’s books explore themes related to
emotions, relationship and empathy. Reading about characters facing challenges, navigating
friendships or expressing emotions helps children understand and manage their own feelings.

. Morals and Values of Education: Children’s literature often conveys moral lessons and ethical
values through storytelling. Characters in stories may demonstrate qualities like kindness,
honesty and perseverance, providing children with positive role models and moral frameworks
that guide their behavior.

. Encourage a Love for Reading: Children’s literature plays a crucial role in cultivating a love for
reading from an early age. Establishing positive associations with books can create a lifelong
habit of reading for pleasure, which in turn supports ongoing learning and intellectual growth. On
the presumption that textbooks are one of the important tools for transmit ethical messages and
for structuring and organizing the social reality of the students (Apple and Christian —Smith,
1991; Hellinger& Brooks, 1991).

Children’s Literature as Guidance towards Social Well Being

Children’s literature plays a significant role in guiding social well-being by shaping young minds,
instilling values and fostering a sense of empathy and understanding. Here are several ways in which
children’s literature contributes to social well being:

. Promoting Empathy and Understanding: Well crafted children’s books often feature diverse
characters and explore various cultures and perspectives. By exposing young readers to
different experiences and backgrounds, literature helps cultivate empathy, tolerance and a
broader understanding of the world.
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. Teaching Social Skills: Children’s literature frequently addresses social dynamics, friendships
and interpersonal relationships. Characters navigate challenges, resolve conflicts and
demonstrate positive social behaviors, providing valuable lessons in communications,
cooperation’s and conflict resolution.

. Encouraging Positive Role Models: Literature often introduces young readers to inspiring and
relatable characters who embody positive qualities. These role models can serve as examples
for children, influencing their behavior and attitudes in a way that contributes to a healthy and
supportive social environment.

We can take the example of D.Jillian Roberts, British and Colombia based renowned and
proficient Childs and adolescent psychologist,. She mentioned that the” developing empathy allows
children to put themselves in another’s place and to better understand their experience. In today’s busy
world, it's very important that children learn how to be profoundly present to others feelings and thought.
Unanimity is the key to emotional and social development. (S.M. AUDSLEY,2019).

Conclusion

Children literature is a very wide field of study. Children literature plays a crucial role in shaping
young minds, fostering imagination, and promoting cognitive and emotional development. As a powerful
tool for education and entertainment, it contributes significantly to a Childs language acquisition,
empathy, and cultural awareness. In conclusion, the impact of children’s literature is profound and
enduring, creating a foundation for lifelong learning and a love of reading. The diverse range of stories,
characters and themes in children’s literature not only entertains but also educates, instilling values and
perspectives that can positively influence a Childs worldview. As society continues to evolve, the
importance of high quality children’s literature remains steadfast, serving as a guide for young readers as
they navigate the complexities of the world around them. Hence children’s literature is not only a medium
of imparting moral values and learning to a child but is also a medium for the foundational development
of a tender Childs mind.
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