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Abstract 
 

International Organizations are key actors in global governance. They set in agenda in the global 
governance. The term international organization refers to “an organization established by a treaty or 
other instrument governed by international law and possessing its own international legal personality. 
International organizations may include as members in addition to states, other entities”. The united 
nation as an international Organization is committed to maintaining international peace and security, 
developing Friendly relations among nations and promoting social progress, better living standards and 
human rights. This paper discusses how United Nations came about, and its functions in global 
governance. It also examines the principles and structure of the United Nations especially the General 
Assembly and the Security Council. Furthermore, it brings out fundamental flaws that causes inefficiency 
in UN and ends with recommendations and conclusion, in this chapter we shall discuss the role of 
International organizations after the collapse of the soviet Union. We shall examine how, in this emerging 
world, there were calls for the restructuring of international organizations to cope with various new 
challenges including the rise of US power. The potential reform of the United Nations security Council is 
an interesting case of the reform process and its difficulties. We then turn to India’s involvement in the 
UN and its view of security council reforms. The chapter closes by asking if the UN can play any role in 
dealing with a world dominated by one superpower. In this chapter we also look at some other 
transnational organizations that are playing a crucial role. 
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Introduction 

 International organizations (IOs) are central actors in global governance, Providing frameworks 
for cooperation, peace, economic development and humanitarian assistance.  This paper examines their 
historical evolution, core functions, case studies, criticisms and future prospects. While IOs face 
challenges such as power imbalances and inefficiency, they remain indispensable in addressing 
transnational issues like climate change, pandemic and economic instability. Strengthening and 
reforming there institutions is essential for effective global governance. International organizations play a 
crucial role in maintaining global peace, promoting economic development, protecting human rights and 
addressing transnational challenges such as climate change, health crises and security threats. In an 
increasingly interconnected world, no nation can function in isolation. International organizations provide 
a platform for cooperation, dialogue and collective action among states and non-state actors. This 
research paper examines the concept, evolution, types and functions of international organizations, 
highlighting their role in global governance. It also analyzes the achievements, challenges and future 
prospects of international organizations in the contemporary international system.  
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Objective of the Study 

• The aims of this paper is exploring The role of international organizations in global governance.  

Research Methodology 

This study is based on Primary & secondary data. Primary data collected on google form based. 
Participants response are Professors, Research scholars, Students and Others. Secondary data 
collected Sources of such as articles, journals, research papers, websites and others sources.  
https://forms.office.com/r/b2Hma0LXZb?origin=lprLink 

The Role of International Organizations in Global Governance 

 Global economic governance refers to the mechanisms and institutions that facilitate 
cooperation and coordination among countries in managing and regulating the global economy. 
International organizations play a crucial role in this process by providing platforms for dialogue, 
establishing rules and standards and promoting collaboration among nations. Several international 
organization contribute to global economic governance, each with its own specific mandate and focus. 
Some of the key organizations include.  

• World Bank 

 The world bank, established in 1944, is an international financial institution that aims to reduce 
global poverty and support sustainable development. Comprising two main institutions THE  
INTERNATIONAL BANK FOR RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT (IBRD)  and the 
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION (IDA) the world bank provides financial and technical 
assistance to developing countries. The IBRD primarily extends loans to middle- income and creditworthy 
low- income countries for projects and programs that aim to improve infrastructure, education, healthcare 
and other key sectors. These loans are offered at low interest and have relatively long repayment 
periods.  

• World Trade Organization (WTO)  

 The World Trade Organization (WTO) is an international organization that regulates and 
facilitates global trade. Established in 1995, the WTO serves as a platform for member countries to 
negotiate trade agreements, resolve disputes and sea international trade rules. With 164 member, the 
WTO plays a crucial role in fostering a predictable and transparent trading environment. One of the 
primary functions of the WTO is to provide a forum for trade negotiations. Member countries engage in 
multilateral negotiations to establish rules and agreements that govern various aspects of international 
trade, such as tariffs, subsidies and intellectual property rights. The most significant  agreement under 
the WTO is the General agreement On Tariffs And Trade (GATT), which has undergone multiple rounds 
of negotiations aimed at liberalizing global trade. 

The Role of International Organization in Global governance  

Organization Year Established Primary Function Area Of Governance 

World Bank 1944 Poverty reduction & development 
finance 

Development 
economics 

IMF 1945 Financial stability & balance of 
payments 

Monetary governance 

WTO 1995 Trade regulation & dispute settlement Trade governance 

UNDP 1965 Sustainable development Human development 
 

• The role of UN Specialized Bodies 

 As  this study Indicates, the UN possesses specialized technical bodies that play a crucial role 
in the negotiation and adoption of legally instruments, such as treaties, conventions, agreements and 
directives. The majority of international treaties and conventions established by the UN incorporate 
monitoring mechanisms to ensure the implementation of the respective legal instruments. These 
mechanisms often include reporting requirements for the parties involved and generate conclusions and 
recommendations from the monitoring bodies for example, within the framework of the Universal periodic 
Review (UPR) , the UN Human Rights Councial (HRC), an intergovernmental organization established by 
the UN General Assembly (UNGA) through resolution on March 15,2006 examines the human rights 
records of all 193 UN member states. These processes possess investigative or quasi judicial 

https://forms.office.com/r/b2Hma0LXZb?origin=lprLink


Nidhi Rathod: The Role of International Organizations in Global Governance 131 

characteristics, such as the HRC’s special procedures for addressing human rights situations or 
violations, as well as the communications procedures of UN human rights treaty bodies. 

• Common Roles played by International Organization In Global Governance 

 Establishment and perpetuation of norms:  The norms are perpetuated through agreement and 
policies adopted in UN chapter. For example, which prohibits the use of force against the territorial of 
another state. “ All members shall refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of force 
against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state, or in any other manner inconsistent 
with the purposes of the United Nations” .  It is for this reason that UN security council condemned  
Russia invasion of Ukraine on March 22nd, 2022. Development of plans and policies to implement the 
adopted norms.  

• The Function of The United nations In Global Governance 

 The purpose of the UN according to maintain international peace and security and to that end to 
take effective collective measures for the prevention and removal of threats to the peace, to develop 
friendly relations among nation based on respect for the principle of equal right and self determination of 
people, to achieve international cooperation in solving international problems of an economic, social, 
cultural or humanitarian character and to be a center for harmonizing the action of nations in the 
attainment of these common ends”.  This shows the interdependence of the UN with states. “Through 
centralized coordination and cooperation, the UN created mechanisms that established mutual 
accountability between states, governed by growing and increasingly entrenched principles of 
international law”.  

Challenges Faced by International Organization  

• Sovereignty and compliance  

One of the primary challenges for international organizations (IOs) is balancing the sovereignty 
of member states with the necessity for compliance with international policies.  This tension arises 
because states are often reluctant to cede control over their domestic affairs to supranational entities, 
especially when such policies conflict with their national interests or political agendas. International 
organizations, such as the United Nations (UN) and the World Trade Organization (WTO) operate based 
on the principle of state sovereignty, which grants countries the authority to govern their own territories 
and make decisions independently. However, for these organizations to function effectively and achieve 
their goals, member states infringe upon national sovereignty. For instance, the WTO requires its 
members to comply with trade agreements that may necessitate changes in domestic laws and 
regulations, potentially limiting a state’s ability to implement protectionist measures that serve its 
economic or political interests.  

• Funding and Resource Constraints  

International organizations frequently grapple with funding shortages and resource constraints 
that undermine their effectiveness in implementing and monitoring policies. These financial limitations 
can severely impact their capacity to address global issues, enforce compliance and provide essential 
services to member states. One notable example is the World Health Organization (WTO) which has 
historically faced funding challenges that hinder its ability to respond to global health emergencies 
comprehensively. The WHOs financial structure relies heavily on voluntary contributions from member 
states and other donors, which can be unpredictable and often come with earmarks for specific projects, 
limiting the organization’s flexibility in resource allocation. This reliance on voluntary funding, as opposed 
to assessed contributions, which are mandatory and more stable, means that the WTO often operates 
under a constrained budget, affecting its operational capabilities.  

Funding Source Share of Total 
WTO Budget (%) 

Nature of Funding Implication 

Assessed Contributions 16-18% Mandatory Stable but Limited 

Voluntary Contributions 82-84% Donor-driven, earmarked Restricted Flexibility 

Government Voluntary 
Funds 

~60% Project- Specific Priority distortion 

Private & Philanthropic 
Funds 

~22% Conditional Accountability 
concerns 
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Contribution to Global Governance 

Despite the challenges IOs significantly contribute to global governance by fostering cooperation 
and promoting policy coherence among states. They help create a stable and predictable international 
environment conducive to addressing complex global issues.  

• Promoting Multilateral Cooperation 

IOs facilitate multilateral cooperation, enabling countries to work together on shared challenges 
such as climate change and health pandemic. This cooperation is essential for achieving sustainable 
development and global stability.  

• Establishing international Norms 

By setting international norms and standards, IOs help harmonize policies across countries, 
promoting a more integrated and cohesive global policy framework.  

Conclusion  

 International organizations provide structured platforms for dialogue, negotiation and 
consensus- building among state and other global actors.  Institutions such as the United nations, World 
Bank, International Monetary Fund, World Trade Organization, World Health Organization and Regional 
bodies facilitate rule making, norm setting and policy coordination at the global level. Through treaties, 
conventions and regulatory framework, these organizations help establish shared standards and 
principles that guide state behavior and promote stability, predictability and cooperation in international 
relations overall, international organizations remain vital pillars of global governance. They serve as 
bridges between nations, facilitate collective problem solving and promote shared responsibility for global 
well- being.  As global challenges become more complex and interconnected, the role of international 
organizations will continue to grow in importance, making them essential actors in shaping a more 
peaceful just and sustainable global order.  
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