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ABSTRACT

Although apartheid was officially abolished in 1994, its long-lasting effects continue to shape South
Africa’s society, economy, and political landscape in powerful ways. This paper examines the enduring
legacy of apartheid by analyzing key issues such as economic inequality, unequal access to education,
racial disparities in property ownership, and the ongoing discrimination that affects how different racial
groups are treated in daily life. Despite efforts by the government and civil society to correct past
injustices, such as the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC), Black Economic Empowerment (B-
BBEE), and land redistribution programs, the deep divisions created by apartheid remain. Many South
Africans still live in poverty, with limited opportunities for upward mobility, and racial inequalities continue
to affect job access, income levels, and quality of education. The author discusses recent protests like
FeesMustFall and RhodesMustFall, about the unfair treatment people still experience in South Africa.
These groups mainly consist of youths and disadvantaged sections who desire improved education, fair
treatment by the government, and more equality among people. In the writer's words, even though the
apartheid laws have ended, the effects and problems are still present. In order to address this, South
Africa must develop new policies and encourage all people to address the wrongs of the past. A fair and
inclusive country can only be built when people work as a team and strive for equality.

Keywords: Apartheid Legacy, Economic Inequality, Land Ownership, Race Relations, Educational
Dispatrities, Post-Apartheid South Africa, Youth Movements.

Introduction

Apartheid, officially instituted in South Africa in 1948 by the National Party, was a system of
legislated racial segregation and discrimination that sought to entrench white minority rule by
systematically oppressing Black, Coloured, and Indian populations. While racial stratification in South
Africa predates apartheid, the policies implemented during this era gave legal form and state
machinery to centuries of colonial exploitation (Clark & Worger, 2016). The apartheid regime
engineered a highly controlled society through laws such as the Population Registration Act (1950),
which classified individuals strictly by race; the Group Areas Act (1950), which designated separate
residential zones; and the Bantu Education Act (1953), which ensured that Black South Africans were
denied quality education, thus limiting their socio-economic mobility (Thompson, 2014; Posel, 2001).
Instead of just being everyday policies, these laws were made to help whites remain in power and
keep Blacks from dreaming big.

When apartheid was abolished in 1994 after the first multiracial elections and Nelson Mandela
rose to the presidency, it became a significant event for the world. The closure of political apartheid did
not immediately remove the unfortunate things inherited from its socio-economic system. Deep
structural inequalities are still a big issue. Currently, South Africa is among the world’s most divided
societies in terms of income, and this inequality among races is evident (World Bank, 2022; Seekings
& Nattrass, 2005). It is evident from city layouts that apartheid left historically white suburbs better off
in terms of environment and finances. Meanwhile, Blacks have continued to live in deprived townships
that were created using apartheid’s urban model (Christopher, 2001).
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Societies in the Americas are still dealing with substantial educational disparities. While
education has become available to many, the academic standards in most Black areas are not good,
resulting in suffering from poverty and marginalization being repeated from one generation to another
(Spaull, 2013). Land ownership is an issue that touches people deeply and causes controversy; as a
result, apartheid’s effects still exist, with most farmland under white control, despite several land
reform efforts (Hall, 2010). Social connections are under pressure, as racial divisions in the United
States are accompanied by tension, distrust, and segregation shown by the separate use of different
facilities (Southall, 2016; Jansen, 2019).

Post-apartheid governments have tried to address the structural imbalances left by apartheid
through mechanisms such as the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC), Broad-Based Black
Economic Empowerment (B-BBEE), and various education and land reform initiatives. However,
progress has been slow, fragmented, and sometimes symbolic rather than transformative. This has
frustrated many young South African people, and they have joined forces in campaigns like
#RhodesMustFall and #FeesMustFall. They seek more than just a chance to attend school; these
movements also want such practices as colonialism to end in institutions. They point out that we need
a complete societal change that targets the key reasons behind inequality.

Even though apartheid was abolished in 1994, this paper argues that South Africa’s work for
justice continued after that date. The purpose of this study is to examine how apartheid-era measures
are still linked to essential parts of life in South Africa: economic status, the education system, who
owns land, and interracial relationships. The paper points out that it is necessary to progress from
reforming laws and symbols. It points out that South Africa needs deep improvements in its structure
that deal with the main reasons behind inequality and social exclusion, instead of simply treating the
results of apartheid. Systematic changes are required now, and not only surface solutions.

Literature Review

The enduring impact of apartheid in South Africa continues to be a central theme across
multidisciplinary academic research. Scholars have widely acknowledged that while apartheid as a legal
system ended in 1994, its social, economic, spatial, and epistemological legacies remain entrenched in
the daily lives of South Africans (Seekings & Nattrass, 2005; Southall, 2016; Jansen, 2019).

) Economic Inequality: Continuity Amidst Change

People can still notice that apartheid continues to leave a noticeable and lasting mark on the
economy. World Bank figures published in 2022 show that South Africa has the most significant
inequality, since the Gini coefficient is over 0.63, mainly due to racial and class-based issues.
Seekings and Nattrass (2005) believe that racial exclusion has decreased. However, a fresh class
system has developed where most Black people are still excluded, while just a small elite from the
race is integrated into the economy.

Bhorat et al. (2017) also note that the possibilities for income improvement in South Africa are
narrow and that Black people face a higher risk of poverty staying with them from one generation to
another. Although help for people experiencing poverty, like social grants, has been introduced, it has
done little to reduce the widespread unemployment or bridge the enormous gap between the races in
wealth (Leibbrandt et al., 2010). Since these differences have not changed much, it proves that
neoliberal policies have not worked, suggesting that new policies focusing on sharing wealth instead of
stability are needed (Marais, 2011).

. Educational Inequality: Apartheid in the Classroom

Despite policy efforts such as Outcomes-Based Education and expanded access to schooling,
the apartheid education legacy persists in quality and outcome gaps. Spaull (2013) highlights that
South Africa has one of the most unequal education systems globally, with resource disparities
between former white and Black schools still evident. Taylor, Van der Berg, and Mabogoane (2013)
further argue that education outcomes correlate with household income and race, perpetuating
generational inequality.

Jansen (2019) critiques curriculum reforms as largely symbolic, contending that many schools
continue to reproduce colonial knowledge systems without addressing epistemic justice. The
#FeesMustFall movement, which erupted in 2015, exposed the racialized barriers to higher education
and called for decolonizing curricula and institutions (Luescher, Loader, & Mugume, 2017; Booysen,
2016).
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. Land Ownership and Spatial Injustice

The apartheid state forcibly removed millions of Black South Africans from their ancestral
lands, confining them to "homelands" or segregated urban peripheries (Platzky & Walker, 1985).
Although the post-1994 government committed to redistributive land reform, progress has been
painfully slow. Hall (2010) points out that only around 10% of land has been transferred to Black South
Africans, far below the 30% target initially set.

Christopher (2001) emphasizes the persistence of apartheid-era spatial inequalities in urban
settings, where many Black citizens still reside in marginalized townships with inadequate
infrastructure and limited access to economic centers. New housing projects often reinforce
geographic and economic segregation (Turok & Visagie, 2018).

. Race Relations and Social Fragmentation

Although South Africa is now a constitutional democracy promoting non-racialism, racial
identity continues to shape access, belonging, and opportunity. Posel (2001) explains that racial
categorization persists as “common sense” in institutional practices and public discourse. Southall
(2016) notes that while a Black middle class has emerged, it often faces tokenism, exclusion, and
subtle forms of racism in corporate and elite spaces.

Soudien (2012) explores how racism has become more coded and institutionalized post-
apartheid, especially in universities and workplaces. Moreover, while globally hailed for its restorative
ethos, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) is criticized for prioritizing reconciliation over
restitution and failing to dismantle institutional structures of white privilege (Tutu, 1999; Mamdani,
1996; Wilson, 2001).

° Youth Movements and Resistance

The RhodesMustFall and FeesMustFall protests reflect a generational reckoning with the
perceived failure of the post-apartheid promise. These movements, led predominantly by Black
students, reject symbolic reform and demand substantive transformation of institutions, curriculum, and
access to opportunity (Naicker, 2016; Booysen, 2016). Their emergence underscores a shift from
reconciliation to justice-based activism, linking historical legacies to contemporary experiences of
exclusion and marginalization (Luescher et al., 2017).

Research Gap

While substantial scholarship has addressed the sectoral effects of apartheid on the
economy, education, land, and race, there is a lack of integrated analysis connecting these domains
as part of a broader systemic continuity. Existing literature tends to focus on either policy critique or
movement-specific analysis, but rarely bridges the gap between structural inequality and contemporary
youth-led resistance. Moreover, few studies assess the cumulative and intersectional impact of these
apartheid legacies within the framework of post-apartheid institutional inertia. This paper seeks to fill
that gap by offering a comprehensive and interdisciplinary examination of how apartheid’s shadow
continues to define lived realities in South Africa today, and what pathways exist for meaningful,
justice-driven transformation.

Data and Methodology

This study employs a qualitative, interdisciplinary methodology grounded in thematic analysis
and documentary research to understand how apartheid-era policies continue to shape modern South
Africa. The research design draws from political science, development studies, sociology, education,
and critical race theory to analyze structural continuities in economic inequality, education, land
ownership, and race relations.

Research Design and Approach

The study uses a descriptive and exploratory qualitative research design, appropriate for
investigating historically rooted, complex social issues that manifest across institutional, spatial, and
generational domains (Creswell & Poth, 2018). This approach enables a holistic analysis of how
apartheid's structures persist and adapt in the post-apartheid era.

Data Sources

The research is based on secondary data analysis, drawing from diverse and credible
sources:
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. Academic Scholarship: Foundational and contemporary peer-reviewed studies were
analyzed to build a theoretical base. Key works include Seekings and Nattrass (2005) on
class and race, Hall (2010) on land reform, Jansen (2019) on educational transformation, and
Southall (2016) on the Black middle class.

) Government and Institutional Reports: Data from Statistics South Africa (Stats SA, 2022),
the Department of Basic Education, and the Department of Land Reform provided empirical
insights into ongoing disparities in income, land, and schooling.

. Historical and Legal Documents: Key apartheid laws (e.g., Population Registration Act,
Group Areas Act) and post-apartheid legal frameworks (e.g., TRC Final Reports, B-BBEE Act)
were reviewed to understand legal continuities and policy intentions (Tutu, 1999; Andrews,
2008).

) Social Movement Materials: Manifestos, interviews, and media coverage from movements
such as #FeesMustFall and #RhodesMustFall were included to contextualize contemporary
youth resistance to structural inequality (Booysen, 2016; Naicker, 2016; Luescher, Loader, &
Mugume, 2017).

Analytical Framework

The study applies thematic analysis to identify patterns and continuities across sectors (Braun
& Clarke, 2006). Thematic analysis was conducted in four steps:

. Data Familiarization: Immersion in documents to identify recurring concepts.

. Coding: Assigning codes to critical content on economic, educational, spatial, and racial
disparities.

. Theme Construction: Grouping codes into broader themes such as ‘“institutional inertia,”

” o«

“elite capture,

. Interpretation and Theorization: Critical Race and Post-Colonial Theory are used to
understand how power, identity, and historical memory shape ongoing inequality (Mamdani,
1996; Posel, 2001; Soudien, 2012).

Ethical Considerations

While the study does not involve human participants, ethical rigor was ensured through
accurate representation of cited works, acknowledgment of authorship, and critical engagement with
diverse perspectives. Archival materials and data were used within the bounds of academic fair use.

Limitations

racialized inequality,” and “resistance politics.”

Since this study depends only on existing information, it does not thoroughly reflect what
people in rural communities experience. In addition, policy evaluations rely on how much data is
provided and disclosed by official agencies. A case study is more reliable and deeper if investigators
look at academic, organizational, and activist materials (Yin, 2018).

Results

The analysis of this study shows that apartheid’s ending in 1994 did not alter the economic
and social structures it had set up. As a result, apartheid being outlawed did not stop the long-lasting
and institutional problems linked to inequality and race. Out of the four areas looked at—inequality of
wealth, education, owning property, and race relations—all of them show that apartheid still has
influence.

. Economic Inequality: Structural Continuity and Entrenched Exclusion

The analysis shows that economic inequality remains starkly racialized, with Black South
Africans experiencing the highest levels of poverty, unemployment, and limited economic mobility.
According to the World Bank (2022), South Africa’s Gini coefficient—one of the highest globally—
remains above 0.63, a figure strongly shaped by racial income disparities rooted in apartheid-era labor
market exclusion.

Despite efforts like the Broad-Based Black Economic Empowerment (B-BBEE) framework,
wealth accumulation remains heavily skewed. Bhorat et al. (2017) argue that B-BBEE has
disproportionately benefited a politically connected elite while doing little to address the structural
exclusion of the broader Black population from capital ownership and productive assets. For instance,
Stats SA (2022) reports that the median income for white households remains five times higher than
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that of Black households. Additionally, nearly 40% of Black youth remain unemployed, a figure linked
directly to apartheid’s education and labor exclusion policies (Leibbrandt et al., 2010; Seekings &
Nattrass, 2005).

This reflects not merely a failure of redistribution but also a continuation of apartheid’s
economic logic—where capital remains centralized, and state interventions are too weak or elite-
captured to disrupt entrenched advantage.

. Education: Epistemic Injustice and Institutional Failure

From the start of apartheid, the control system heavily relied on schools and colleges, and
this background still leads to unequal access to opportunities and beliefs. Even though everyone in
South Africa has a right to education, Spaull (2013) points out that school outcomes are still unequal.
Historically, schools designed only for white students were provided better buildings and teachers, and
student achievements were boosted. On the other hand, several schools where Black learners attend
lack electricity, libraries, and laboratories, and have undertrained teachers.

Changes in the curriculum have not tackled deep forms of epistemic violence. Jansen (2019)
claims that after apartheid, reforms kept the perspective of Europeans and ignored traditional
knowledge or the day-to-day lives of most South Africans. Because of these issues, students were less
happy with college, and this led to movements against apartheid’s effects in higher education, such as
#RhodesMustFall and #FeesMustFall (Naicker, 2016, and Luescher et al., 2017).

In addition, the expense of attending college prevents many people from getting an education.
Very often, new Black students enter vocational and university settings without money, low academic
preparation, and experience discrimination in language and culture at these places (Booysen, 2016).
Consequently, many students still drop out, and the chances of getting good employment after college
are low, which keeps them away from a better life.

. Land Ownership: Incomplete Redistribution and Spatial Apartheid

The apartheid system’s most brutal material legacy is land dispossession. While apartheid
explicitly restricted Black land ownership to just 13% of South Africa’s territory, post-1994 redistribution
has made limited progress. Hall (2010) reports that by 2022, only about 10% of commercial agricultural
land had been redistributed, far short of the government’s original 30% target.

Redistributive efforts have been constrained by a “willing buyer, willing seller” model,
bureaucratic inefficiencies, and lack of post-transfer support (Hall, 2010; Aliber & Cousins, 2013).
Many redistributed farms have failed due to a lack of access to capital, skills, and infrastructure—
problems that were structurally created by apartheid’s deliberate economic exclusion.

Urban spatial inequality also persists. The Group Areas Act (1950) created rigid residential
segregation that still defines city geographies today (Christopher, 2001). Black South Africans continue
to live in peri-urban townships or informal settlements, far from economic centers, often without access
to basic services or efficient transportation (Turok & Visagie, 2018). Thus, while apartheid laws were
repealed, their spatial consequences are visible and reproduced in urban planning, service delivery,
and housing policy.

. Race Relations and Social Cohesion: A Fractured “Rainbow Nation”

Although post-apartheid South Africa embraced the ideal of a “Rainbow Nation,” racial
mistrust, inequality, and symbolic domination continue to define social relations. Posel (2001)
demonstrates that apartheid’s logic of racial classification has not disappeared but has instead been
normalized in institutional language and social practice, visible in everything from government statistics
to everyday interactions.

Southall (2016) contends that even those Black South Africans who have attained middle-
class status continue to face microaggressions, stereotyping, and symbolic exclusion in formerly white
spaces. Soudien (2012) further argues that racism has simply evolved into more subtle, coded, and
institutionalized forms, particularly within elite education, media, and corporate environments.

At the same time, the TRC gave South Africans a safe place to open up and contemplate, but
missed the aim of offering material restitution (Tutu, 1999; Wilson, 2001). Many in South Africa think
that reconciliation is ongoing and unfair, since freedom is not enjoyed by all equally. Many now feel
that the colonial past has continued, leaving the youth more dissatisfied as they call for changes free
from colonial ideas and material inequality (Naicker, 2016).
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Summary of Deep Findings

Thematic Area | Findings

Economic Persistent racialized income gaps, elite capture of economic empowerment, and

Inequality failure of redistributive justice.

Education Structural and epistemic inequalities persist; reforms fail to decolonize the
curriculum; youth-led protests reflect systemic frustration.

Land Land reform is mainly symbolic; urban spatial segregation remains unchanged;

Ownership apartheid geographies endure in new housing and planning systems.

Race Relations | Social cohesion is undermined by racial mistrust, microaggressions, and
unresolved historical grievances; reconciliation is viewed as incomplete by youth.

Discussion and Policy Recommendations

This study has found that the effects of apartheid can still be traced in South Africa’s
business, educational, land ownership, and social systems. Systemic inequalities are still prominent
and mimic those of the previous apartheid era, which indicates that real justice has not been achieved
after the transition to democracy.

o Reframing Transformation: From Symbolic Inclusion to Structural Redress

While post-apartheid South Africa has enacted several equity-based policies such as B-
BBEE, employment equity, and land reform, these initiatives often suffer from elite capture, limited
impact, or slow implementation (Andrews, 2008; Hall, 2010). These reforms have benefited a small
Black elite, excluding the majority from wealth generation and economic mobility (Seekings & Nattrass,
2005; Southall, 2016). For transformation to be meaningful, policies must move beyond surface-level
diversity and address the distribution of capital, assets, and infrastructure.

= Policy Recommendation 1: Introduce targeted wealth redistribution programs through
progressive taxation, land expropriation with compensation, and the creation of
cooperative-owned enterprises that ensure collective Black ownership of productive
assets.

. Education as a Site of Transformation and Resistance

The education system continues reproducing inequality by failing to overcome apartheid’s
epistemological and infrastructural legacy (Spaull, 2013; Jansen, 2019). University protests such as
#RhodesMustFall and #FeesMustFall have illustrated a growing demand for access, curricular
decolonization, and institutional transformation (Luescher et al., 2017; Naicker, 2016).

= Policy Recommendation 2: Develop and mandate a national framework for decolonized
education, which includes African-centered curricula, language diversity, and critical
pedagogy. Public investment must prioritize historically marginalized schools through
needs-based resource allocation and educator training.

. Reimagining Land Reform as Reparative Justice

Land reform moves slowly, preventing many people from getting justice and blocking efforts to
unite the country. According to the findings, the main reason for spatial apartheid today is that housing
distribution is flawed, and there is little help after residents get their homes (Turok & Visagie, 2018;
Hall, 2010). As an economic resource, land also signifies the history of those taken from it.

= Policy Recommendation 3: Plan for a process that takes away unused or wrongly
gained land, and then ensure those affected receive help after the process, including
learning, financial support, and available infrastructure.

. Race Relations and Nation-Building Beyond Reconciliation

While the Truth and Reconciliation Commission helped, there is still a feeling among today’s
youth that justice has not been fully achieved because they did not experience apartheid themselves
(Tutu, 1999; Wilson, 2001). South Africa needs to rethink how it views reconciliation by including
accountability, restitution, and involvement from everyone involved.

= Policy Recommendation 4: Establish a Truth and Justice Commission 2.0, focused on
memory and forgiveness, material redress, institutional reform, and youth engagement in
nation-building efforts.
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. Youth as Catalysts of Structural Transformation

As a result of youth-led protests, the national debate about justice has shifted from trying to
find peace to demanding better management of power, land, and resources (Booysen, 2016; Naicker,
2016). Instead of looking at social activism negatively, the state should view it as playing a key role in
holding leaders accountable and introducing applicable changes.

= Policy Recommendation 5: Institutionalize youth participatory governance through
national platforms that shape education, housing, land, and labor policy. Integrate civic
education, leadership training, and funding for youth-led initiatives into national
development planning.

Final Reflection

If the democratic dream in South Africa is to become real, injustices left by apartheid and
maintained by lazy policies after apartheid must be dealt with. Getting rid of apartheid was needed for
justice, but it was not on its own enough to bring justice. In this paper, it is proven that having equal
treatment under the law does not prevent injustice.

Fortrue freedom to happen, people need to know their history, work on the economy, get
better education, change urban planning, and establish laws that protect everyone. Freedom from the
influence of apartheid requires South Africa to have a society that is peaceful, fair, and all citizens
have equal rights under democracy.

Conclusion

After apartheid ended formally thirty years ago, South Africa is still strongly affected by the
policies and structures it created. It has been found that the designs of apartheid, meant to separate
and disenfranchise, did not truly get removed after the system ended. At best, it was given a new label
to fit a democracy framework. Even now, inequality exists in the economy, education, space, and
society, and shows that symbolic reconciliation cannot fix the lack of material justice.

The case proves that people across the country still face disadvantages because of racism,
lack of access to education, land loss, and division in society. Broad-based transformation has not
been achieved with policies like B-BBEE, land reform, and education reform because of poor
bureaucracy, elite control, and very little else changing.

#RhodesMustFall and #FeesMustFall are not only ways to attack older movements, but also
to call for change in the future. They form the following phase in South Africa’s fight for freedom,
demanding changes, fairness in knowledge, and togetherness in building the nation.

South Africa must bravely and openly face the remaining issues of the past transition. Justice
should not just happen in the courtroom or committees; it must affect students, business people,
farmers, and ordinary people where they live and work. Only by enacting strong, reorganizing, and
involving reforms can the nation transform its 1994 promise into true equality and unity in South Africa.

Visual Policy Matrix: From Apartheid Legacy to Transformative Justice

Key Area Identified Problem Policy Recommendation
Economic Persistent racial wealth gap; elite Wealth redistribution through progressive
Inequality capture of empowerment laws taxation, cooperatives, and inclusive

ownership
Education Resource inequality, Eurocentric National framework for decolonized
curricula, epistemic violence education; resource parity for Black schools
Land Incomplete land reform; urban Reparative land justice model with post-
Ownership segregation persists transfer support and equity-based planning
Race Relations | Reconciliation without redress; Truth & Justice Commission 2.0 focused on
symbolic unity masks division restitution, institutional reform, and youth
Youth Inclusion | Disillusionment; lack of Youth participatory governance platforms
institutional voice and civic leadership training
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