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CULTURAL TOURISM IN MODERN TOURISM INDUSTRY
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ABSTRACT

The fundamental point of this research paper is to discuss the role and importance of cultural
tourism, as one of the most promising branch of the tourism industry in the present time. The present
worldwide tourism is advertised both from the hypothetical and the reasonable perspective as well as
from the perspective of supply and demand. The evolution of socio-cultural tourism as a generator of
income and a perceived type of tourism has taken place, as a goal of both legacy organizations and
vacationers across the world. Cultural tourism is an exceptionally complex portion of the ‘Business of
Tourism'. The future places of the preaching of cultural tourism will most likely be reinforced both straight-
forwardly and also in a roundabout way, as with the difference in the recreational needs, the plan to get
to know the social esteems is also firmly expanding.
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Introduction
To define ‘Cultural Tourism’, the basic requirement is to determine the meaning of the term-

‘culture’. In this paper, we wish to provide an insight and a starting point since we feel that the
determination of the context provides us the basics for the researches on cultural tourism. Characterizing
the term ‘Cultural Tourism’ is exceptionally mind throbbing which suggests that there is a long level
headed discussion among researchers about its definition and conceptualization (Michalkó, 2004;
Richards 2005; Shackleford, 2001) because of which we discover various definitions for this term.

So as one of the most essential papers on socio-cultural tourism– all the more precisely, cultural
city tourism– notices, "there is an extraordinary number of meanings of cultural tourism being used,
bringing about various definitions being utilised as a part of research and identified with socio-cultural
tourism and in the field of cultural tourism" (City Tourism and Culture – The European Experience, 2005).
Hence, froma more recent perspective, we can derive the definition of Hofstede (1997) who states that,
“Culture refers to the cumulative deposit of knowledge, experience, beliefs, values, attitudes, meanings,
hierarchies, religion, notions of time, roles, spatial relations, concepts of the universe, and material
objects and possessions acquired by a group ofpeople in the course of generations through individual
and group striving” (Hofstede, 1997).

According to HOFSTEDE (1997) the core of a culture is formed by the ‘values’, which in terms
of tourism will serve as the the basis for the attraction of a given destination. The different levels of
culture will be-‘rituals’, ‘heroes’ and ‘symbols’ of the given culture which again would serve as a basis for
cultural tourism.
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Depiction of ‘Culture’ at different levels (HOFSTEDE 1997) (http://www.tamu.edu/faculty/choudhury/culture.html)

We should also include the definition of ‘Cultural Tourism’ furnished by the Roshan Cultural
Heritage Institute according to which, ‘culture’ refers to the following essential components:
 Language: the oldest human institution and the most sophisticated medium of expression.
 Arts and Sciences: the most advanced and refined forms of human expression.
 Thought: the ways in which people perceive, interpret, and understand the world around them.
 Spirituality: the value system transmitted through generations for the inner well-being of human

beings, expressed through language and actions.
 Social Activity: the shared pursuits within a cultural community, demonstrated in a variety of

festivities and life-celebrating events.
 Interaction: the social aspects of human contact, including the give-and-take of socialization,

negotiation, protocol, and conventions.
Literature Review

A standout amongst the most different and particular definitions of ‘Cultural Tourism’ from the
1990s is given by ICOMOS (International Scientific Committee on Cultural Tourism)as "Cultural tourism
can be characterized as that movement which empowers individuals to encounter the diverse lifestyles of
other individuals, accordingly picking up at direct a comprehension of their traditions, conventions, the
physical condition, the scholarly thoughts furthermore, those spots of compositional, memorable,
archaeological or other social centrality which stay from prior circumstances. Cultural tourism contrasts
from recreational tourism, such that it tries to pick up a comprehension or energy about the idea of the
place being gone by-(ICOMOSCharter for Cultural Tourism, Draft April 1997). We unequivocally
acknowledge and support this definition which from one perspective is by all accounts a bit too long,
however says and features not only the man made attractions associated with social tourism, yet the
encompassing physical condition also giving a more extensive spatial degree to this type of tourism.

A standout amongst the most imperative expert activities of social tourism is given by the Atlas
Cultural Tourism Research Project which was expecting to set up a transnational database which could
give relative information on social tourism drifts crosswise over Europe. Because of its over 15 years of
action, the Atlas Cultural Tourism Research Program has checked a standout amongst the most quickly
developing regions of worldwide tourism request through guest review and investigations of social
tourism approaches and providers The AtlasProgram gives us two new definitions from a calculated and
a specialized point of view:
 Conceptual Definition

"The development of people to socio-cultural attractions from their typical place of living
arrangements, with the expectation to accumulate new data and encounters to fulfil their own social
needs".
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 Technical Definition
"All developments of people for particular social attractions, i.e. example, legacy locales,

masterful and social appearances, expressions and show outside their typical place of habitation"
(Atlas, 2009).
Role and Importance

In the 21st century, the tourism worldwide market makes a natural and reliant framework in
which the free market activity side encounters critical changes both in time and space and furthermore
from the points of view of the quantitative and subjective viewpoints or segments. More up to date and
more up to date locales and tourism items will be engaged with the global and local tourism drifts too and
in the consistently developing rivalry as it were such a tourism goal of tourism performing artist can
survive which or who can give an ever developing standard of value.

Richards (2009) states that "Culture and tourism were two of the significant development
enterprises of the twentieth century, and towards the finish of the century the mix of these two segments
into 'social tourism' had turned out to be a standout amongst the most alluring advancement alternatives
for nations and areas around the globe." As indicated by the current changes of tourism patterns, guests
are clearly engaged with social exercises than prior, in spite of the fact that we need to feature that the
part of the 3S in mass tourism will in any case be (extremely) predominant. Then again, as the new ages
of guests show up on the tourism advertise, now we can discuss another 3S gathering or age of
voyagers now primarily propelled by brandish, display and fulfilment (Csapó and Matesz, 2007). Also we
need to pressure that a standout amongst the most vital inspirations for a tourism visit is getting (to an
ever increasing extent and as different as conceivable encounters. As per Horvath (1999) following are
the merits and demerits of cultural tourism are as follows:
Merits
 The improvement of the territorial culture,
 Protection of the regular natural surroundings,
 The complement of tourism areas,
 Strengthening of the nearby customs and culture,
 Less regular which can broaden the tourism season,
 Can be a vital type of feasible tourism.
Demerits
 Culture wind up popularized
 Destruction of the earth
 Investments in tourism that demonstrates against the condition of the earth
 Architecture is not a trademark to the nearby traditions
 Carrying limit issues
 Cultural tourism is just a subordinate part
 A source of conflict

In the event that we think about and watch the effect and significance of social tourism on the
worldwide tourism advertise we need to emphatically accentuate that as indicated by the current explore
information distributed by the OECD in 2009 entitled “The Impact of Culture on Tourism”, it appears that
overall just about 360 million global tourism trips were produced by socio-cultural tourism in 2007, book
keeping to around 40% of the worldwide tourism (OECD, 2009). Moreover, in the event that we mull over
that these numbers were just specifically influencing the tourism business, we need to pressure that the
circuitous commitment of social tourism is normally much higher because of its multiplication impacts.
The specified investigation additionally focuses on that the measure of cash spent by a 'social vacationer'
is assessed to be as 33% more on normal than different voyagers (Richards, 2009). As per the Ontario
Cultural and Heritage Tourism Product Research Paper (2009), we trust that there are 5 key patterns that
will adequately and astoundingly portray the patterns of social tourism sooner rather than later. These
five components are:

The new and developing markets of the consistently changing worldwide tourism industry; The
appearance what's more; Reinforcing of the supposed inventive economy; Organization and Investment
which is exceptionally much associated with the qualities of the 'Y' age; and lastly, Rivalry of Brilliance,
which will be a deciding driving apparatus for social tourism improvement (Ontario Cultural and Heritage
Tourism Product Research Paper, 2009).
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Conclusion
Abridging this article, we need to express that the cultural tourism itself is an extremely complex

section of the tourism business, its request and supply is assorted and adaptable. Its future positions will
most likely be reinforced specifically and by implication too, since with the difference in the recreational
needs of vacationers and guests, the interest for social voyages will quickly develop too (moreover when
we consider the new showing up sending markets). Obviously, exemplary mass tourism will never
extensively free its market positions yet the new vacationers will have an increasingly and more
differentiated need to become more acquainted with the distinctive societies and traditions of the remote
places. Then again, we additionally need to mull over the fast development and advancement of social
tourism caused different parts of new issues in the business. While breaking down these current patterns
we additionally need to pressure that not just the requirements of neighbourhood groups has changed yet
in addition the inspirations of the social sightseers. As indicated by this observation a standout amongst
the most essential global inquiries about on this zone the Atlas examines "it has shown that the
encounters delighted in most by social sightseers have tendency to be those small-scale, less went to
places that offer an essence of 'neighbourhood' or 'bona fide' culture, voyagers progressively say that
they need to encounter neighbourhood culture, to live like local people and to get some answers
concerning the genuine character of the spots they visit." (Richards, 2009)
References
 Atlas (2009). ATLAS Cultural Tourism Research Project http://www.tram-

research.com/atlas/presentation.htm.
 Csapó, J. & Matesz, K. (2007). The importance and role of cultural tourism is today tourism

industry. In: Geographical Bulletin. 56th year 3-4.willow. / 2007. pp. 291-301.
 Horvath, A. (1999). Tourism in culture: (culture in tourism) Hungarian Culture Institute,

Budapest. 47 p.
 ICOMOS Charter on Cultural Tourism (1976).

http://www.icomos.org/tourism/tourism_charter.html ICOMOS Charter for Cultural Tourism
(1997). http://www.icomos.org/tourism/.

 Michalkó, G. (2004). The basics of tourism theory Székesfehérvár: Kodolányi János Főiskola,
2004. 218 p. (Tourism Academy; 1).

 Mieczkowski, Z. (1995). Environmental Issues of Tourism and Recreation Lanham, MD:
University Press of America, Inc. ISBN-10: 0819199958 ISBN-13: 9780819199959.

 OECD (2009). The Impact of Culture on Tourism Paris: OECD 159 p.
http://www.em.gov.lv/images/modules/items/OECD_Tourism_Culture.pdf.

 Ontario Cultural and Heritage Tourism Product Research Paper (2009). Queen’s Printer for
Ontario, 70. p.

 Richards, G. (2005). Cultural Tourism in Europe the Association for Tourism and Leisure
Education (ATLAS) www.atlas-euro.org 254 p.

 Richards, G. (2009).Tourism development trajectories–From culture to creativity? Tourism
Research and Marketing, Barcelona. Paper presented to the Asia-Pacific Creativity Forum on
Culture and Tourism, Jeju Island, Republic of Korea, 3-5 June 2009.

 Shackleford, P. (2001).The social context of cultural tourism KéK folyóirat, Budapest, pp. 29- 41.
 Swarbrooke, J. (1994). The Future of the Past: Heritage Tourism In to the 21st Century In: A.V.

Seaton (ed.) Tourism, the state of the art, Wiley, Chichester, 1994. 222-9.



