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THE EFFECTS OF GLOBALIZATION ON
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Abstract

Globalization has had a profound impact on India and its culture, economy, social structures,
gender roles, religion and language. The liberalization of the Indian economy in the early 1990s has
enabled Indian companies to access new markets and benefit from improved technologies, production
methods and capital flows. This has had a positive impact on economic development in India, as it has
helped to increase the country’s productivity and efficiency. In terms of culture, globalization has
opened up India to international influences and has led to the adoption and adaptation of many of these
influences into traditional Indian culture. Globalization has also led to increased economic growth and
development, resulting in increased employment opportunities, improved infrastructure, and overall
economic development. This has brought about a shift in the socio-economic status of many people in
India. Additionally, globalization has increased access to technology and information, and has led to the
emergence of new social structures. In terms of gender roles and identity, globalization has opened up
new opportunities for women in India, and has also led to a shift in the traditional gender roles in India.
Finally, globalization has led to an increase in religious tolerance and pluralism, as well as an increase
in the use of English as the primary language in India. Overall, globalization has had a significant
impact on India, leading to both positive and negative changes in its culture, economy, social structures,
gender roles, religion and language.
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Introduction

Globalization has resulted in increased exposure to different cultures and ideas,
increased access to international markets, and increased mobility of people and goods. The
effects of globalization on Indian culture and society are far-reaching and have both positive
and negative implications. On the positive side, globalization has helped to diversify and
enrich Indian culture by exposing people to other cultures and ideas. It has also helped to
create more economic opportunities, particularly in the area of international trade. On the
other hand, globalization has also led to the loss of traditional Indian values and practices, as
well as increased inequality and poverty. Ultimately, globalization has had both positive and
negative impacts on Indian culture and society, and it is up to the Indian people to decide how
they want to respond to these changes.

Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, S.D. Government College, Beawar, Rajasthan, India.



96 International Journal of Advanced Research in Commerce, Management & Social Science (IJARCMSS) - October- December, 2018

This paper will explore the impact of globalization on India in terms of its economy,
culture, social structures, gender roles, religion, and language. It will discuss the positive and
negative effects of globalization on each of these aspects and explore how these effects have
altered the culture and society in India. Finally, it will discuss the importance of recognizing
and embracing the cultural diversity that exists in India in order to ensure that all people are
able to benefit from globalization.

Impact on Economic Development

Globalization has had a profound impact on economic development in India. The
country has experienced rapid economic growth and development since the early 1990s, when
the government began to liberalize its economy. This has been made possible by increased
integration with the global economy, as well as increased access to international markets. The
most significant aspect of globalization for India has been the opening of its markets to
international competition. This has enabled Indian companies to access new markets, as well
as to benefit from improved technologies, production methods and capital flows. As a result,
Indian companies have become more competitive globally and have been able to take
advantage of the opportunities created by globalization. The liberalization of the Indian
economy has also resulted in increased foreign direct investment (FDI). This has allowed
Indian companies to access global capital and technologies, enabling them to develop and
modernize their operations. This has had a positive impact on economic development in India,
as it has helped to increase the country’s productivity and efficiency. In addition, globalization
has enabled India to benefit from increased trade.

Impact on Cultural Changes

Globalization is a process of integration and interdependence between countries, and
has had a deep impact on the culture of India. India has experienced a major cultural
transformation since the onset of globalization in the 1990s. Globalization has opened up the
country to international influences and has led to the adoption and adaptation of many of
these influences into traditional Indian culture. One significant impact of globalization on
Indian culture has been the emergence of a new consumerism. The influx of foreign goods and
services has created an environment where Indians are exposed to a much wider range of
products and services than ever before. This has led to an increase in the number of people
who have the means to purchase these products and services, leading to a significant rise in
consumption. This has had the effect of changing Indian attitudes towards materialism and
consumption, with an increasing number of people embracing a lifestyle that is more focused
on material goods and services than it was in the past. Globalization has also had a major
impact on the Indian media landscape. The rise of satellite television and the internet has led
to a massive increase in the amount of international media content that is available to Indians.
This has led to a huge increase in the amount of foreign influences that are present in Indian
culture, including the importation of foreign programmes and movies. This has led to an
increased awareness of international culture and lifestyles in India, as well as an increased
willingness to adopt aspects of these cultures.

Impact on Social Structures

Globalization has had a significant impact on the social structures in India. First,
globalization has resulted in increased economic growth and development in India. This has
led to increased employment opportunities, improved infrastructure, and overall economic
development. This has brought about a shift in the socio-economic status of many people in
India. Many households have become middle-class as they have benefited from the economic
growth. This has also led to greater social mobility, with more people from lower socio-



Dr. Sandhya Jaipal: The Effects of Globalization on Indian Culture and Society 97

economic backgrounds being able to access higher education and better job opportunities.
Second, globalization has led to increased cultural exchange between countries. This has
resulted in increased exposure to different cultures and ideas, which has in turn led to greater
understanding and acceptance of different cultures. This has also led to greater levels of
tolerance and acceptance of diversity in India. Third, globalization has increased access to
technology and information. This has allowed people to access information from around the
world, which has enabled them to make better informed decisions. It has also enabled people
to connect with others from different countries, which have helped to bridge cultural gaps.
Finally, globalization has led to the emergence of new social structures in India.

Impact on Gender Roles and Identity

The effects of globalization on Indian culture and society have been particularly
evident in terms of its impact on gender roles and identity. Globalization has opened up new
opportunities for women in India, with increased access to education, jobs, and leadership
positions. Additionally, globalization has also led to a shift in the traditional gender roles in
India, with more women now taking on roles that were traditionally reserved for men. This
shift has had a significant impact on Indian society, with more women now playing an active
role in economic and political decision-making. The effects of globalization on gender roles
and identity in India have been both positive and negative. On one hand, it has led to greater
access to education and employment opportunities, allowing women to gain economic
independence and to challenge traditional gender roles. On the other hand, globalization has
also perpetuated negative stereotypes and expectations, leading to increased discrimination
and violence against women. It is therefore important for India to continue to work towards
gender equality, in order to ensure that both men and women are able to enjoy the same rights
and opportunities.

Impact on Religion

Globalization has also had an effect on religion in India. As India has become more
connected to the global economy, it has seen an influx of different religious traditions and
beliefs. This has resulted in a greater acceptance of different religions and beliefs, as well as an
increase in the number of people who are embracing non-traditional religious practices.
Additionally, globalization has also led to an increase in religious tolerance in India, as more
people are now exposed to different religious beliefs and practices. Globalization leads to the
spread of foreign religions such as Christianity and Islam, as well as an increase in religious
tolerance and pluralism. Hinduism has been heavily influenced by globalization, with many
Hindus adapting aspects of foreign religions into their practice. At the same time,
globalization has led to a decrease in the importance placed on religion in the everyday lives of
Indians. Despite these changes, Hinduism remains the dominant religion in India.

Impact on Language

Globalization has had a tremendous impact on language in India. The use of English
has been on the rise and more and more people are adopting English as their primary
language. This is due to the increased interaction with the Western world and the increased
number of international students in India. English has become a language of choice for the
educated class in India, as most of the higher education institutions offer courses in English.
As a result, people are able to communicate with each other better, as well as with people from
other countries. This has enabled them to access foreign markets and explore opportunities
abroad. The effects of globalization on language in India have also had a positive impact on
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regional languages. Under the influence of English, regional language speakers have been able
to adopt and use new words in their native language. This has enabled them to be able to
communicate better with each other and has also allowed the younger generation to learn their
native language more easily. Overall, the effects of globalization on language in India have
been both positive and negative. On one hand, it has enabled people to communicate more
effectively and access foreign markets. On the other hand, it has caused the decline of native
languages and has caused some people to forget their native language.

Impact on Education

Globalization has helped to open up education opportunities beyond the traditional
classroom setting and has also enabled students to access educational resources from around
the world. The main benefit of globalization on education in India is that it has allowed
students to access educational resources from around the globe. This has been particularly
beneficial for students from less privileged backgrounds who can now access educational
opportunities from some of the most reputed universities in the world. In addition, the
internet has enabled students to access learning materials from any part of the world at any
time. This has been especially useful for students who are unable to attend classes due to
financial or other reasons. Globalization has also opened up employment opportunities to
students in India. The increasing number of foreign companies setting up operations in India
has resulted in an increase in the demand for educated professionals. This has led to an
increase in the number of students seeking higher education in order to take advantage of
these opportunities. Globalization has also enabled students to gain a global perspective by
learning about different cultures and countries. This has helped to broaden their
understanding of the world and has also allowed them to develop a better appreciation for
different cultures. Overall, globalization has had a positive effect on education in India. It has
enabled students to access educational resources from around the world and has also opened
up employment opportunities for them. It has also helped to broaden their understanding of
the world and has allowed them to develop a better appreciation for different cultures.

Conclusion

In conclusion, it is clear that globalization has had a significant impact on India in
terms of its economy, culture, social structures, gender roles, religion, and language. It has
enabled India to benefit from increased economic growth and development, as well as
increased trade. It has also opened up India to international influences, resulting in the
adoption and adaptation of many of these influences into traditional Indian culture.
Furthermore, globalization has also led to increased access to technology and information,
and has led to the emergence of new social structures. In terms of gender roles and identity,
globalization has opened up new opportunities for women in India, and has also led to a
shift in the traditional gender roles in India. Finally, globalization has led to an increase in
religious tolerance and pluralism, as well as an increase in the use of English as the primary
language in India. Overall, globalization has had a positive impact on India, as it has
enabled the country to access new markets and benefit from improved technologies,
production methods and capital flows. It has also helped to diversify and enrich Indian
culture by exposing people to other cultures and ideas, as well as by creating more economic
opportunities. However, globalization has also had negative impacts on India, such as the
perpetuation of negative stereotypes and expectations and increased inequality and poverty.
It is therefore important that India continue to work towards gender equality and recognize
and embrace the diversity of its culture, in order to ensure that all people are able to benefit
from globalization.
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