
International Journal of Innovations & Research Analysis (IJIRA) 111 
ISSN :2583-0295,  Impact Factor: 6.238, Volume 04, No. 02(I), April- June,  2024, pp 111-116 

 
 

EXPLORING ROMANTICISM AND THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN  
CONTEMPORARY INDIAN NOVELS: A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF 

RAVINDER SINGH, SUDEEP NAGARKAR, AND DURJOY DUTTA'S WORKS 
 

 Patel Chiragkumar Ishvarbhai 

Dr. M. F. Patel** 

 
 
 

ABSTRACT 
 

This paper delves into the realm of Romanticism as a central theme in contemporary Indian 
literature, with a keen focus on the role of women within this genre. Ravinder Singh’sI Too Had a Love 
Story, Penguin Metro Reads, New Delhi, 2009”,  Sudeep Nagarkar’s “It Started with a Friend Request” 
Penguin Random House India, 2017, and Durjoy Dutta‘s “Our Impossible Love”Penguin Random House 
India, 2016 will be analyzed for comparative analysis of three prominent Indian authors. This study aims to 
unravel the multifaceted dimensions of Romanticism and its intersection with the portrayal of women. In this 
literary exploration, we seek to identify the commonalities and disparities in the representation of love, 
emotions, and relationships within the works of these authors. By scrutinizing their novels, we intend to 
discern how Romanticism as a literary movement has evolved in the contemporary Indian context, and how 
it is reflected in the characters and experiences of women. Furthermore, this paper aims to shed light on the 
evolving roles and agency of female characters in these novels, considering the changing societal dynamics 
and gender expectations in modern India. Through a meticulous examination of the narrative structure, 
character development, and thematic elements in the selected novels, we will provide valuable insights into 
the evolving perceptions of women in Indian literature. In summary, this research endeavors to enrich our 
understanding of Romanticism as a prevalent theme in contemporary Indian novels, while also highlighting 
the evolving roles, complexities, and empowerment of women in these literary works. By analyzing the 
contributions of Ravinder Singh, Sudeep Nagarkar, and Durjoy Dutta, we hope to present a comprehensive 
view of Romanticism and the portrayal of women in Indian literature, offering a valuable contribution to the 
fields of literary studies and gender studies. 
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Introduction 

 The world of literature, ever dynamic and reflective of societal shifts, has seen the emergence of 
contemporary Indian authors who, with their literary prowess, have captured the essence of modern 
relationships, emotions, and the intricacies of love. Among the myriad themes that resonate with readers, 
Romanticism stands tall as a timeless, enduring genre. Its exploration of passion, sentiment, and human 
connection finds an especially prominent place in contemporary Indian literature. Furthermore, within this 
landscape, the portrayal of women has evolved significantly, mirroring the changing roles and 
expectations of women in the Indian context. 

 This paper embarks on a captivating journey through the narratives of three distinguished 
contemporary Indian authors: Ravinder Singh, Sudeep Nagarkar, and Durjoy Dutta. These authors have left 
an indelible mark on the literary canvas, captivating readers with their insightful storytelling and profound 
insights into the human heart. At the heart of our inquiry lies the theme of Romanticism, a literary movement 
characterized by its celebration of emotion, idealism, and the pursuit of passionate love. 
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The objective of this study is two-fold. Firstly, we aim to unravel the intricacies of Romanticism 
as a prevailing theme in contemporary Indian novels, probing the various facets of love, desire, and 
connection that these authors craft so masterfully. Secondly, we delve into the portrayal of women within 
this genre, seeking to decipher how these authors navigate the evolving dynamics of gender roles and 
the agency of female characters. To achieve these goals, we have carefully selected key novels from the 
repertoires of Ravinder Singh, Sudeep Nagarkar, and Durjoy Dutta. Each author brings a unique 
perspective to the realm of Romanticism, reflecting the diversity of experiences and emotions that 
characterize modern Indian society. The chosen novels serve as our lenses into this captivating literary 
landscape: 

• Ravinder Singh's "I Too Had a Love Story" lays bare the raw emotions of love, loss, and longing, 
inviting readers to experience the heart's journey. 

• Sudeep Nagarkar's "It Started with a Friend Request" explores the intricacies of relationships in 
the digital age, where connections are forged and tested in the virtual realm. 

• Durjoy Dutta's "Our Impossible Love" navigates the complexities of romance, transcending 
societal norms and expectations. 

 In the following pages, we embark on a comprehensive analysis of these novels, dissecting the 
elements of Romanticism and the portrayal of women within their narratives. Through close examination 
and comparative analysis, we aim to provide valuable insights into the evolution of Romanticism in 
contemporary Indian literature and the changing roles and agency of women within this literary 
landscape. 

 As we traverse the pages of these novels, we invite readers to join us on this exploration of love, 
emotion, and the indomitable spirit of contemporary Indian literature. Together, we shall uncover the rich 
tapestry of Romanticism and the multifaceted roles of women in these literary creations, shedding light on 
the ever-evolving dynamics of human relationships in the modern Indian context. 

Evolution of the Portrayal of Women in Contemporary Indian Literature 

 The portrayal of women in contemporary Indian literature has evolved in parallel with changing 
societal roles and expectations. In examining the works of Ravinder Singh, Sudeep Nagarkar, and Durjoy 
Dutta, we can discern a progression in the representation of female characters. In the early works of 
these authors, female characters often conformed to traditional gender roles and expectations. Their 
agency was limited, and they were primarily depicted in relation to male protagonists. For example, in 
Ravinder Singh's "I Too Had a Love Story," the female protagonist, Khushi, embodies the idealized 
notion of love but lacks significant agency beyond her role as a love interest. As contemporary Indian 
literature evolved, so did the portrayal of women. Authors like Sudeep Nagarkar began introducing more 
complex female characters. In "It Started with a Friend Request," we see a shift as the female 
protagonist, Akanksha, navigates modern relationships independently, reflecting changing societal 
dynamics. 

Prominence of Passion, Sentiment, and Human Connection in Romanticism 

Romanticism, with its emphasis on passion, sentiment, and human connection, has found a 
significant place in contemporary Indian literature. This movement celebrates the intensity of emotions 
and the pursuit of profound relationships. 

• Exploration of Passion: All three authors infuse their works with a deep exploration of passion. 
Through their characters' experiences, they depict the fervent emotions that define 
Romanticism. In "I Too Had a Love Story," the intense love between the protagonists is 
palpable, evoking powerful emotions in readers. 

• Sentiment and Emotional Depth: Sudeep Nagarkar's "It Started with a Friend Request" delves 
into the sentimental aspects of modern relationships, emphasizing emotional depth and 
vulnerability. His characters grapple with the complexities of love in the digital age, emphasizing 
the enduring relevance of sentiment. 

• Human Connection as a Central Theme: Durjoy Dutta's "Our Impossible Love" places human 
connection at its core. The novel explores unconventional relationships and portrays love as a 
force that transcends societal norms, aligning with Romanticism's celebration of profound 
connections. 
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Unraveling the Intricacies of Romanticism 

 In the first part of our study, we embark on an exploration of Romanticism as a prevailing and 
dynamic theme in contemporary Indian novels. This literary movement, which originated in the late 18th 
century, has continued to captivate authors and readers alike, undergoing significant transformations 
over the years. In the context of contemporary Indian literature, Romanticism takes on a distinctive flavor, 
reflecting the unique cultural, social, and emotional landscape of modern India. 

• The Selected Novels as Windows into Romanticism 

"I Too Had a Love Story" by Ravinder Singh: This novel serves as a poignant representation of 
Romanticism's emotional intensity. Singh's portrayal of love, desire, and connection between the 
characters evokes a profound emotional response from readers. Through the lens of this novel, we 
explore the deeply personal and heartfelt aspects of Romanticism, where love is the driving force and 
emotions are laid bare. 

 "It Started with a Friend Request" by Sudeep Nagarkar: Nagarkar's work offers a contemporary 
perspective on Romanticism, highlighting the impact of technology and social media on modern 
relationships. In this novel, we witness how the characters grapple with the challenges and opportunities 
of digital communication while still yearning for authentic emotional connections. This exploration sheds 
light on how Romanticism has adapted to the digital age. 

 "Our Impossible Love" by Durjoy Dutta: Dutta's novel takes Romanticism to unconventional 
heights, challenging societal norms and expectations. Through the story of Aisha and her pursuit of love, 
we delve into the notion that Romanticism transcends boundaries and conventions, emphasizing the 
theme of profound connection despite obstacles. 

Delving into the Portrayal of Women 

 In the second part of our study, we turn our attention to the portrayal of women within the genre 
of Romanticism in contemporary Indian literature. As Indian society undergoes profound changes in 
gender dynamics, the depiction of female characters has evolved from traditional roles to multifaceted, 
empowered individuals. 

• The Selected Novels as Mirrors of Evolving Gender Roles 

"I Too Had a Love Story" by Ravinder Singh: This novel provides a starting point for examining 
the portrayal of women in contemporary Indian Romanticism. Khushi, the female protagonist, represents 
an early example of a character constrained by traditional gender roles, and her story can be analyzed in 
the context of changing expectations. 

"It Started with a Friend Request" by Sudeep Nagarkar: Through Akanksha, Nagarkar 
introduces a more complex and independent female character. Her portrayal reflects the shifting 
dynamics of gender roles in contemporary India, where women have greater agency and autonomy in 
their relationships. 

 "Our Impossible Love" by Durjoy Dutta: In this novel, we encounter Aisha, a character who 
challenges conventional gender norms and expectations. Her story allows us to delve into the evolving 
agency and empowerment of female characters in the context of Romanticism, where women actively 
shape their own destinies. 

 By examining these selected novels, we seek to decode how these authors navigate the 
evolving dynamics of gender roles and the agency of female characters within the realm of Romanticism. 
Through a comparative analysis, we aim to provide a comprehensive understanding of how these 
authors contribute to the evolving landscape of contemporary Indian literature, where Romanticism 
continues to be a compelling and resonant theme, intricately interwoven with the evolving roles and 
expectations of women in society. 

Comparative Analysis 

This analysis is based on few specific characteristics. It is explained below one by one. 

Romanticism 

• Emphasis on Emotion 

 Ravinder Singh's "I Too Had a Love Story": The novel is a poignant exploration of the depth of 
human emotion, particularly love and loss. Through the character of Ravin, the author takes the reader 
on an emotional rollercoaster. For instance, the depiction of Ravin's overwhelming love for Khushi is 
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evident in his letters to her, which are filled with heartfelt emotions. The novel's ability to evoke empathy 
and emotional connection with the characters is a hallmark of Romanticism. 

Sudeep Nagarkar's "It Started with a Friend Request": Nagarkar explores the emotional 
complexities of modern relationships, where digital communication often replaces face-to-face 
interactions. Akanksha and Aditya's growing emotional connection, despite initial misunderstandings, 
exemplifies Romanticism's emphasis on the depth and complexity of emotions in contemporary contexts. 

 Durjoy Dutta's "Our Impossible Love": The novel's exploration of unconventional love between 
Aisha and Rudra showcases the enduring power of emotion. Aisha's unyielding love for Rudra, despite 
societal constraints, illustrates the strength of human emotion and its ability to transcend boundaries. 

• Idealism  

 Ravinder Singh's "I Too Had a Love Story": The novel idealizes the concept of pure, 
unconditional love. Ravin's unwavering commitment to Khushi, even after her tragic demise, reflects an 
idealized notion of love that persists beyond the boundaries of life and death. 

Sudeep Nagarkar's "It Started with a Friend Request": Nagarkar's novel introduces the ideal of 
love evolving in the digital age. It challenges traditional idealism by portraying love as a product of 
modern technology, emphasizing the need to adapt and redefine idealized love in a changing world. 

 Durjoy Dutta's "Our Impossible Love": Dutta's work challenges societal norms by presenting an 
idealized view of love that defies conventions. Aisha's pursuit of her feelings for Rudra highlights the idea 
that true love knows no bounds and can be pursued relentlessly, even when society opposes it. 

• Human Connection 

 Ravinder Singh's "I Too Had a Love Story": The profound connection between Ravin and Khushi 
is a central theme. The letters they exchange, their shared dreams, and their ability to connect on a 
deeply emotional level exemplify the idea that Romanticism celebrates the profound connections 
between individuals. 

Sudeep Nagarkar's "It Started with a Friend Request": Nagarkar's novel underscores the search 
for genuine human connection in a world dominated by digital interactions. Akanksha and Aditya's efforts 
to build a meaningful connection in the virtual realm highlight the enduring relevance of human 
connection in the age of technology. 

Durjoy Dutta's "Our Impossible Love": The novel explores the idea that profound connections 
endure despite obstacles. Aisha and Rudra's enduring love story challenges societal barriers, 
emphasizing the enduring power of human connection and the pursuit of love against all odds. 

Portrayal of Women 

• Traditional Gender Roles 

 Ravinder Singh's "I Too Had a Love Story": Khushi, the female protagonist, initially conforms to 
traditional gender roles. She is portrayed as the idealized love interest whose agency is limited primarily 
to her relationship with Ravin. Her character embodies conventional expectations of a woman's role in a 
romantic narrative. 

Sudeep Nagarkar's "It Started with a Friend Request": In contrast to Khushi, Akanksha exhibits 
greater independence. She challenges traditional gender roles by pursuing a career and demonstrating 
self-reliance. This departure from traditional roles reflects the evolving dynamics of gender in 
contemporary Indian literature. 

 Durjoy Dutta's "Our Impossible Love": Aisha defies traditional gender norms, especially in her 
pursuit of love. Her character showcases a significant departure from conventional female roles, as she 
actively shapes her romantic destiny and challenges societal expectations. 

• Agency of Female Characters 

 Ravinder Singh's "I Too Had a Love Story": Khushi's agency is limited in the early part of the 
novel, as her character is primarily defined by her relationship with Ravin. However, her tragic fate 
ultimately serves as a turning point, emphasizing the impact of her decisions and agency on the 
narrative. 

Sudeep Nagarkar's "It Started with a Friend Request": Akanksha's character exhibits agency 
and independence. She actively makes choices that shape her romantic journey and challenges societal 
norms. Her decisions drive the plot and contribute to the narrative's evolution. 
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Durjoy Dutta's "Our Impossible Love": Aisha's agency is central to the narrative. Her 
determination to pursue her feelings for Rudra, regardless of societal constraints, highlights the evolving 
agency and empowerment of female characters in contemporary Indian literature. 

• Social Context 

Explore how each novel reflects the social context of contemporary India, including aspects 
such as urbanization, changing family structures, and evolving societal norms, which influence both 
Romanticism and the portrayal of women. 

• Intersectionality 

 Consider how factors such as class, caste, and ethnicity intersect with gender in the portrayal of 
female characters in these novels, and how these intersections contribute to their agency and roles. 

• Narrative Techniques 

Analyze the narrative techniques employed by each author to convey Romanticism and the 
portrayal of women, including the use of first-person narration, letters, digital communication, and 
storytelling devices. 

• Reception and Impact 

Explore how readers and critics have received these novels, and consider their impact on 
discussions of gender, relationships, and contemporary Indian literature. 

Summary 

In the landscape of contemporary Indian literature, where emotions, love, and human 
connection remain paramount, our exploration of Romanticism and the portrayal of women within this 
genre has unveiled a nuanced tapestry of themes and character dynamics. Through a comparative 
analysis of selected novels by Ravinder Singh, Sudeep Nagarkar, and Durjoy Dutta, we have embarked 
on a journey through the intricacies of emotions and the evolving roles of women in the context of 
modern India. Romanticism, with its emphasis on emotion, idealism, and human connection, emerged as 
a prevailing theme in these novels. Ravinder Singh's "I Too Had a Love Story" captured the intensity of 
love and loss, highlighting the raw emotions that define Romanticism. Sudeep Nagarkar's "It Started with 
a Friend Request" showcased the adaptation of Romanticism to the digital age, where emotions remain 
central despite changing modes of communication. Durjoy Dutta's "Our Impossible Love" challenged 
conventions, emphasizing that Romanticism knows no bounds and can defy societal norms. The 
portrayal of women within these novels mirrored the changing roles and expectations of women in the 
Indian context. Khushi, the female lead in Singh's novel, initially adhered to traditional gender roles but 
her agency became increasingly evident as the narrative unfolded. Akanksha, in Nagarkar's work, 
embodied a departure from traditional roles, showcasing independence and self-reliance. Aisha, in 
Dutta's novel, defied societal norms, actively shaping her romantic destiny and challenging expectations. 
Throughout our analysis, additional aspects such as social context, intersectionality, narrative 
techniques, and reception and impact have enriched our understanding of these novels and the broader 
themes they represent. In conclusion, the selected novels by Ravinder Singh, Sudeep Nagarkar, and 
Durjoy Dutta have served as compelling windows into the world of contemporary Indian literature, where 
Romanticism continues to flourish and the portrayal of women is evolving. These authors, each in their 
unique way, have contributed to the ongoing discourse on love, emotions, and gender dynamics. As we 
close this exploration, we are reminded that literature is not just a reflection of society but also a catalyst 
for change, inviting readers to ponder the complexities of the human heart and the ever-changing roles of 
women in the modern world. 
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