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ABSTRACT 
 

Next to the United States, China, and Brazil, India is the world's fourth-largest vegetable oil 
economy, accounting for 7% of total vegetable oil production. India is the world's second-largest importer of 
edible oil and the third-largest user. India is the world's largest oilseed producer, accounting for around 16% 
of total land and 10% of global oilseed production. Oilseeds account for 10% of total agricultural output, 
13% of the Gross Cropped Sector, and 3% of the Gross National Product (GNP).In terms of key oilseeds, 
India ranks first in groundnut manufacture, third in rapeseed-mustard manufacturing, and fifth in soybean 
production. Oilseeds are a key source of fats and proteins for people from all walks of life. In Rajasthan, 
India's largest state, its diverse climatic conditions are ideal for the cultivation of oilseed crops. Recent trade 
liberalization and significant increases in agricultural investment have opened up opportunities for export as 
well as the processing industry for fruits and vegetables. Rajasthan's principal oilseed crops include 
groundnut, soybean, rapeseed-mustard, sesamum, and taramira. Due to the rainfall pattern, long drought 
periods, and limited water resources and facilities available in Rajasthan, the growing cycle of these primary 
oilseed crops is at increased risk throughout time and across agricultural climatic zones. This study is being 
undertaken due to major changes in oilseed production in Rajasthan over the last decade. The purpose of 
this study is to examine the trends, opportunities, and restraints in the cultivation of oilseeds, notably 
rapeseed-mustard, groundnut, sesamum, soybean, Sunflower Linseed, to boost oilseed output and 
productivity in Rajasthan. 
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Introduction 

Rajasthan, being a diverse agro-climatic region, cultivates several oilseed crops.1Some major 
oilseed crops grown in Rajasthan are: 

• Mustard (Rai/Sarson), one of the primary oilseed crops in Rajasthan commonly known for its 
adaptability to the arid and semi-arid conditions of the state. 

• Groundnut (Peanut), an important oilseed crop and contributes significantly to oilseed 
production in the state. 

• Soybean, known for its high protein content and oil extraction. 

• Sunflower, an important source of edible oil. 

• Sesame (Til), is used for oil extraction, and its seeds are rich in oil and nutrients. 

• Linseed (Alsi), used for oil production and is known for its omega-3 fatty acid content.2 
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 These crops play a crucial role in the agricultural economy of Rajasthan3, providing oil for 
domestic consumption and contributing to the overall oilseed production in the country4. Cropping 
patterns may vary across different agro-climatic zones within the state, and farmers often adapt their 
choices based on factors such as soil type, water availability, and market demand. 6 

Mustard (Rai/Sarson)  

It is typically sown in the Rabi season, which starts in October and continues through 
November. Harvesting generally takes place in March and April. Mustard is well-suited for cultivation 
during this season, and farmers in Rajasthan extensively grow it during the Rabi season7. Mustard 
cultivation is widespread across different districts of Rajasthan. Some of the prominent mustard-growing 
regions in the state include Kota, Bharatpur, Alwar, Jhunjhunu, Sikar, Nagaur, and Sri Ganganagar.  

• Nutritional Importance of Mustard 

 Mustard seeds and the oil extracted from them have significant nutritional importance.  Mustard 
seeds are a rich source of oil, and mustard oil is widely used in Indian cuisine. The oil is known for its 
distinct pungent flavor and is often used for cooking, pickling, and in the preparation of various 
condiments. Mustard oil is known for its high content of alpha-linolenic acid (ALA), which is an omega-3 
fatty acid. Omega-3 fatty acids are essential for heart health and have various other health benefits. 
Mustard seeds are a good source of plant-based protein. Including mustard or mustard products in the 
diet can contribute to protein intake, particularly for those following a vegetarian or vegan diet. Mustard 
seeds contain compounds with antioxidant properties. Antioxidants help neutralize harmful free radicals 
in the body, contributing to overall health and well-being. Mustard seeds contain essential vitamins and 
minerals, including magnesium, selenium, and phosphorus. These nutrients play a role in maintaining 
bone health, immune function, and overall metabolic processes. Mustard has been associated with 
potential health benefits, including anti-inflammatory properties, digestive health support, and cholesterol 
regulation. However, it's essential to consume it as part of a balanced diet.  It's crucial to note that while 
mustard has nutritional benefits, individuals with specific health conditions or dietary restrictions should 
consult with healthcare professionals or nutritionists for personalized advice. Additionally, mustard oil 
should be used in moderation due to its pungency and specific composition. 

• Cropping Pattern for Mustard in Rajasthan 

▪ Sowing Time: Mustard is typically sown in Rajasthan during the Rabi season, with the 
sowing period ranging from October to November. The exact timing may vary depending on 
local climatic conditions. 

▪ Growth and Development: After sowing, mustard plants go through various growth 
stages. The crop requires cool temperatures during its early growth period, making the 
winter season in Rajasthan favorable for its development. 

▪ Harvesting: The mustard crop is generally ready for harvesting in March or April. The exact 
timing of harvesting may depend on factors such as the specific variety of mustard, local 
climate conditions, and the time of sowing. 

▪ Post-Harvest Activities: After harvesting, the mustard seeds are processed to obtain 
mustard oil, which is widely used for cooking in the region. Mustard cake, a byproduct of oil 
extraction, is also used as cattle feed. 

▪ Rotation and Crop Management: In crop rotation systems, farmers may rotate mustard 
with other crops to maintain soil fertility and prevent the buildup of pests and diseases. The 
specific rotation practices can vary based on local farming traditions and conditions. 

Groundnut 

Groundnut is cultivated in both Kharif and Rabi seasons in Rajasthan. Kharif sowing occurs from 
June to July, while Rabi sowing takes place from November to December8. Harvesting is done 
accordingly. Groundnut cultivation is practiced in various districts of Rajasthan, including Jodhpur, 
Barmer, Bikaner, Jaisalmer, Churu, and Hanumangarh.  

• Nutritional Importance of Groundnut 

Groundnuts are not only a popular snack but also a nutritious food with several health benefits. 
Groundnuts are a good source of plant-based protein, making them an important component of 
vegetarian and vegan diets. Protein is essential for muscle building, repair, and overall body function. 
Groundnuts are rich in monounsaturated and polyunsaturated fats, including omega-6 fatty acids. These 
fats are considered heart-healthy and can contribute to a well-balanced diet. Groundnuts contain dietary 
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fiber, promoting digestive health and providing a feeling of satiety. Fiber is crucial for maintaining a 
healthy digestive system. Groundnuts are a good source of various vitamins and minerals, including 
vitamin E, niacin, folate, phosphorus, magnesium, and potassium. These nutrients play essential roles in 
various bodily functions. Groundnuts contain antioxidants, such as resveratrol and phenolic acids, which 
help neutralize free radicals in the body and contribute to overall health. Groundnuts are energy-dense 
and provide a quick and convenient source of energy. They can be included in snacks, meals, or as a 
spread (peanut butter) to add nutritional value. Consuming groundnuts has been associated with various 
health benefits, including improved heart health, better blood sugar control, and potential anti-
inflammatory effects. However, individual responses may vary. 

While groundnuts offer numerous nutritional benefits, it's essential to consume them as part of a 
balanced diet. Individuals with allergies or specific dietary restrictions should exercise caution, and 
consulting with healthcare professionals or nutritionists is advisable for personalized advice. 

• Cropping Pattern for Groundnut in Rajasthan 

Sowing Time: Groundnut is sown during the Kharif season, which typically starts from June to 
July. The exact sowing time may vary based on the specific agro-climatic conditions of the region. 

▪ Growth and Development: Groundnut plants require warm temperatures for optimal 
growth. The crop undergoes various stages, including flowering and pod formation during 
the Kharif season9. 

▪ Harvesting: Harvesting of groundnut in the Kharif season is generally done from 
September to October, depending on the variety and local conditions. 

▪ Crop Rotation and Intercropping: Groundnut is often part of crop rotation systems to 
manage soil fertility and prevent the buildup of pests and diseases. Farmers may also 
practice intercropping, planting groundnut alongside other crops to maximize land 
utilization. 

▪ Post-Harvest Activities: After harvesting, groundnut pods are dried and processed to 
obtain peanuts. Peanuts are used for various purposes, including oil extraction, direct 
consumption, and as an ingredient in food products. 

Soybean 

Soybean is predominantly a Kharif crop, sown from June to July, with harvesting usually taking 
place in September and October.5Soybean is primarily a Kharif crop in Rajasthan, and its cropping 
pattern follows the monsoon season. Soybean is an important oilseed crop cultivated in various regions 
of Rajasthan.  

• Nutritional Importance of Soybean 

Soybean is a versatile legume known for its nutritional richness and diverse uses.  Soybean is 
an excellent source of plant-based protein, making it a valuable component of vegetarian and vegan 
diets. The protein in soybean is considered a complete protein, containing all essential amino acids. 
Soybean is rich in polyunsaturated fats, including omega-3 and omega-6 fatty acids. These healthy fats 
are beneficial for heart health and overall well-being. Soybean contains dietary fiber, which supports 
digestive health and helps in maintaining a feeling of fullness. Fiber is important for regular bowel 
movements. Soybean is a good source of essential nutrients, including vitamin K, vitamin B6, folate, iron, 
magnesium, phosphorus, potassium, and zinc. Soybeans are unique among legumes because they 
contain compounds called isoflavones, which have antioxidant properties. These compounds have been 
associated with various health benefits, including potential cardiovascular and hormonal benefits. The 
consumption of soy protein has been linked to potential benefits in managing cholesterol levels, 
contributing to heart health. Soybean is a source of calcium and magnesium, minerals that play a role in 
maintaining bone health. The antioxidants in soybean contribute to neutralizing free radicals in the body, 
which can help protect cells from damage. Soybean has versatile uses, including the production of soy 
oil, soy milk, tofu, tempeh, and other soy-based products that can be incorporated into various cuisines. 

It's important to note that soybean and soy products are suitable for many dietary preferences, 
but individuals with soy allergies or specific dietary concerns should consult with healthcare professionals 
or nutritionists for personalized advice. 

• Cropping Pattern for Soyabean in Rajasthan 

▪ Sowing Time: Soybean is typically sown during the Kharif season, which starts from June 
to July, coinciding with the onset of the monsoon in Rajasthan. 
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▪ Growth and Development: Soybean plants require warm temperatures and adequate 
rainfall for optimal growth. The crop goes through various stages, including germination, 
flowering, pod formation, and maturation during the Kharif season. 

▪ Harvesting: Harvesting of soybean in Rajasthan usually takes place from September to 
October, depending on the specific variety and local climatic conditions. 

▪ Post-Harvest Activities: After harvesting, soybean seeds are processed for various uses, 
including oil extraction, livestock feed, and as raw material for food products. 

▪ Crop Rotation and Intercropping: Soybean is often part of crop rotation systems to 
manage soil fertility. Farmers may also practice intercropping, planting soybean alongside 
other crops to maximize land utilization. Sunflower cultivation is carried out in different 
districts of Rajasthan, including Sikar, Jhunjhunu, Bikaner, Churu, and other regions with 
suitable agro-climatic conditions. 

Sunflower 

Sunflower cultivation is practiced in various regions of Rajasthan, contributing to the state's 
agricultural landscape. Sunflower cultivation is carried out in different districts of Rajasthan, including 
Sikar, Jhunjhunu, Bikaner, Churu, and other regions with suitable agro-climatic conditions. The seeds of 
the flower are used for oil and eating. 

• Nutritional Importance of Sunflower Seeds 

Sunflower seeds are not only a popular snack but also offer various nutritional benefits. 
Sunflower seeds are a good source of healthy fats, including monounsaturated and polyunsaturated fats. 
They contain a balance of omega-3 and omega-6 fatty acids, contributing to heart health. Sunflower 
seeds are rich in protein, making them a valuable addition to vegetarian and vegan diets. The protein in 
sunflower seeds contains essential amino acids. Sunflower seeds contain dietary fiber, which supports 
digestive health, helps maintain regular bowel movements, and contributes to a feeling of fullness. 
Sunflower seeds are a good source of various vitamins and minerals, including vitamin E, vitamin B1 
(thiamine), vitamin B6, folate, phosphorus, magnesium, copper, and selenium. Sunflower seeds contain 
antioxidants, such as vitamin E and phenolic compounds, which help neutralize free radicals in the body 
and contribute to overall health. Sunflower seeds are a source of minerals like phosphorus and 
magnesium, contributing to bone health. The nutrients in sunflower seeds, including vitamin E and 
selenium, play roles in supporting immune function. Sunflower seeds are energy-dense and provide a 
quick and convenient source of energy. They can be included in snacks, meals, or added to various 
dishes for nutritional benefits. 

It's important to consume sunflower seeds as part of a balanced diet, and individuals with 
specific dietary concerns or health conditions should seek advice from healthcare professionals or 
nutritionists. Additionally, moderation is key, as sunflower seeds are calorie-dense. 

• Cropping Pattern for Sunflower in Rajasthan 

▪ Sowing Time: Sunflower is typically sown during the Rabi season, which starts from 
October to November. 

▪ Growth and Development: Sunflower plants thrive in sunny and mild climates. During the 
Rabi season, the crop undergoes various growth stages, including germination, flowering, 
and maturation. 

▪ Harvesting: Harvesting of sunflower in Rajasthan usually takes place from March to April, 
depending on the specific variety and local climatic conditions. 

▪ Post-Harvest Activities: After harvesting, sunflower seeds are processed to obtain 
sunflower oil, which is widely used for cooking and as an ingredient in various food 
products. Sunflower meal, the byproduct of oil extraction, is used as livestock feed. 

▪ Crop Rotation and Intercropping: Sunflower may be part of crop rotation systems to 
manage soil fertility and control pests and diseases. Farmers might also practice 
intercropping, planting sunflower alongside other crops for better land utilization. 

Sesame (Til) 

Sesame, also known as "Til" in Hindi, is primarily grown during the Kharif season in Rajasthan11. 
Sesame is grown in different districts of Rajasthan, including Jodhpur, Barmer, Jaisalmer, Bikaner, 
Hanumangarh, and parts of the Thar Desert region. The crop is well-suited to arid and semi-arid climates. 
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• Nutritional Importance of Sesame 

Sesame seeds are not only a popular culinary ingredient but also a source of essential nutrients. 
Sesame seeds are high in healthy fats, including monounsaturated and polyunsaturated fats. They are a 
good source of omega-6 fatty acids, contributing to heart health. Sesame seeds are a plant-based protein 
source. They contain essential amino acids, making them a valuable addition to vegetarian and vegan 
diets. Sesame seeds provide dietary fiber, which supports digestive health and helps regulate bowel 
movements. Sesame seeds are rich in essential vitamins and minerals, including vitamin B6, thiamine, 
niacin, riboflavin, vitamin E, magnesium, phosphorus, zinc, and copper. Sesame seeds contain 
antioxidants, including sesamin and sesamol, which have potential health benefits by neutralizing free 
radicals in the body. Sesame seeds are a good source of calcium, contributing to bone health and overall 
well-being. Sesame seeds contain iron, an essential mineral for the formation of hemoglobin and the 
prevention of iron-deficiency anemia. Sesame consumption has been associated with potential health 
benefits, including improved heart health, better blood sugar control, and antioxidant effects. 

• Cropping Pattern for Sesame in Rajasthan 

▪ Sowing Time: Sesame is typically sown during the Kharif season, which begins in June 
and extends to July. The timing of sowing may vary based on local climatic conditions and 
specific agro-ecological zones within Rajasthan. 

▪ Growth and Development: Sesame plants thrive in warm temperatures and are well-
suited for the monsoon season. The crop undergoes various growth stages, including 
germination, flowering, and pod development. 

▪ Harvesting: Harvesting of sesame in Rajasthan usually takes place from September to 
October. The exact timing depends on factors such as the variety of sesame and local 
weather conditions. 

▪ Post-Harvest Activities: After harvesting, sesame seeds are typically processed for oil 
extraction. Sesame oil is widely used for cooking and has various culinary and medicinal 
applications. The remaining byproduct, sesame cake, is often used as livestock feed. 

▪ Crop Rotation and Intercropping: Sesame may be part of crop rotation systems to 
manage soil fertility and prevent the buildup of pests and diseases. Additionally, farmers 
might practice intercropping, planting sesame alongside other crops for better land 
utilization. 

Linseed 

It also known as flaxseed, is cultivated in some regions of Rajasthan. Here's a general overview 
of the cropping pattern for linseed in the state13: 

• Nutritional Importance of Linseed 

Linseed, particularly its seeds (flaxseeds), is known for its nutritional richness and health 
benefits. Here are some nutritional aspects and health benefits of linseed: Linseed is an excellent source 
of alpha-linolenic acid (ALA), a type of omega-3 fatty acid. Omega-3 fatty acids are essential for heart 
health, brain function, and overall well-being. Linseed is rich in dietary fiber, both soluble and insoluble. 
This fiber content supports digestive health, helps maintain regular bowel movements, and contributes to 
a feeling of fullness. Linseed is a good source of plant-based protein, making it a valuable addition to 
vegetarian and vegan diets. Linseed is one of the richest dietary sources of lignans, which are 
phytochemicals with antioxidant properties. Lignans have potential health benefits, including hormone 
balance and antioxidant support. Linseed contains essential minerals such as magnesium, phosphorus, 
and copper, contributing to various physiological functions in the body. Linseed contains vitamins, 
including B vitamins (e.g., B1, B6), which play roles in energy metabolism and overall health. Linseed 
contains antioxidants, such as phenolic compounds, which help neutralize free radicals in the body and 
may contribute to overall health. The omega-3 fatty acids and lignans in linseed have been associated 
with potential cardiovascular benefits, including lowering blood pressure and reducing the risk of heart 
disease. Consumption of linseed has been linked to potential benefits in managing cholesterol levels, 
particularly the reduction of LDL (low-density lipoprotein) cholesterol. 

It's important to note that the health benefits of linseed can vary based on factors such as 
individual health conditions, overall diet, and the form in which linseed is consumed. As with any food, 
moderation and variety are essential for obtaining optimal nutritional benefits. Individuals with specific 
dietary concerns or health conditions should seek advice from healthcare professionals or nutritionists. 
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• Cropping Pattern for Linseed in Rajasthan 

▪ Sowing Time: Linseed is typically sown during the Rabi season in Rajasthan, which begins 
around October and extends through November. The Rabi season, or winter cropping 
season, is suitable for linseed cultivation. 

▪ Growth and Development: Linseed plants thrive in cool temperatures and are well-suited 
for the winter season. The crop goes through various growth stages, including germination, 
flowering, and seed formation. 

▪ Harvesting: Harvesting of linseed in Rajasthan generally takes place from February to 
March. The exact timing can vary based on factors such as the specific variety of linseed 
and local weather conditions. 

▪ Post-Harvest Activities: After harvesting, linseed seeds are processed for oil extraction. 
Linseed oil is used for various purposes, including culinary applications and as a base for 
paints and varnishes. The remaining byproduct, linseed cake, can be used as livestock 
feed. 

▪ Crop Rotation and Intercropping: Linseed may be part of crop rotation systems to 
manage soil fertility and prevent the buildup of pests and diseases. Farmers might also 
practice intercropping, planting linseed alongside other crops for better land utilization. 

Government Support and Initiatives 

 Government agricultural departments in Rajasthan may provide support and guidance to seed 
farmers, offering information on best agricultural practices, access to quality seeds, and irrigation 
facilities.12Government support is typically provided by the state and central agricultural departments.  

 Governments provide subsidies on seeds, fertilizers, and other inputs required for oilseed 
cultivation. This helps reduce the financial burden on farmers. Crop insurance schemes are implemented 
to protect farmers from losses due to natural calamities, pests, or diseases. These insurance schemes 
provide financial compensation to farmers in case of crop failure. Agricultural research institutions and 
extension services play a crucial role in disseminating information about best practices, new 
technologies, and improved varieties of oilseed crops. The government supports research and extension 
services to enhance agricultural knowledge among farmers. Access to water is critical for successful 
oilseed cultivation. The government may invest in irrigation infrastructure, such as canals, wells, and 
check dams, to ensure adequate water supply for crops. Government agencies also facilitate the creation 
of market linkages for oilseed farmers. This includes setting up procurement centers, establishing 
minimum support prices (MSP), and promoting the formation of farmer producer organizations (FPOs) for 
collective marketing. The government often conducts training programs and workshops to educate 
farmers on modern agricultural practices, pest management, and efficient use of resources. Programs 
promoting sustainable agricultural practices, such as organic farming and integrated pest management, 
may receive government support to enhance the environmental sustainability of oilseed cultivation.  

 Incentives and support may be provided to encourage farmers to adopt modern agricultural 
technologies, including improved seed varieties, efficient farm machinery, and precision farming 
techniques. 
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