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WOMEN EMPOWERMENT: LEGAL SCENARIO
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ABSTRACT

In the first place, gender equality is a fundamental human right. A woman has the right to live
with dignity and independence. Additionally essential to furthering development and eradicating poverty
is the empowerment of women. Women who are empowered increase the prospects for the future
generation as well as the health and productivity of their entire families and communities. The fact that
gender equality is one of the eight Millennium Development Goals emphasizes how important it is. The
other seven goals are recognized to depend on establishing gender equality. Women now coexist with
males in many fields, making the term "women empowerment” the rage. Whether they are residing inside
their home or working outside, they claim to have an independent mindset. They are progressively taking
charge of their lives and making their own decisions about their lifestyle, occupation, career, and
education. With astonishing harmony and ease, they are juggling the numerous duties of a mother,
daughter, sister, wife, and working professional. Women empowerment is not limited to urban, working
women but women in even remote towns and villages are now increasingly making their voices heard
loud and clear in society. They are no longer willing to play a second fiddle to their male counterparts.
Educated or not, they are asserting their social and political rights and making their presence felt,
regardless of their socio-economic backgrounds. But what | think in true sense women's empowerment
won't take place until society as a whole changes its attitude toward women, treating them with the
respect, dignity, justice, and equality they deserve. The majority of the country's rural parts have a feudal
and mediaeval mindset, refusing to give women an equal voice in decisions about their careers,
marriage, dress code, and social contacts.
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Introduction

In the 21st century, the arena is enthusiastically progressing and taking over the Women
partake in uplifting the society and economy of the arena. Women empowerment is the important thing to
reinforce their participation in the choice- making which is the most vital key to socio- financial
development. The India is a developing country and its monetary popularity is also very terrible due to the
male ruled us of a. Women represent roughly 50% of the state’s populace and a majority of them stay
economically established, without employment. Women empowerment may be very important to make
the brilliant destiny of the family, society and country. Empowerment of girls would mean encouraging
girls to be self-reliant, economically unbiased, have wonderful self-esteem, generate confidence to stand
any tough state of affairs and incite lively participation in various social-political development endeavors.
Women empowerment can be greater relevant if and only if Women are educated. Education is a key
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issue for Women empowerment prosperity, development and welfare. Education has been identified as
an essential agent of social change and development in any society and country Education is a vital Way
of empowering Women with the expertise, ability and self-worth important to fully take part in the
development technique. Education is important for all, but important for the survival and empowerment of
Women. Education of girls is helpful in eradicating many social evils such as dowry trouble,
unemployment troubles and so on. Social peace can also be effortlessly established. If girls are
uneducated, the future generations will be uneducated. For this purpose the Greek warrior Napoleon as
soon as said, “Give me a few knowledgeable moms, | shall give you a heroic race.” In the latest years,
various constitutional and prison rights were implemented by the government of Indian with a purpose to
take away unwell practice and gender discrimination in opposition to Women. There is a list of protection
legal guidelines for girls in India working in the discipline to provide protection to the ladies from all
varieties of crimes in opposition to ladies. Women’s rights are human rights. They cowl each element of
life-health, schooling, political participation, economic nicely being and freedom from violence, among
many others. Women are entitled to the full and identical leisure of all types of discrimination this is
essential to obtain human rights, peace and security and sustainable development. Various NGOs play
vital function for ladies empowerment. Many schemes and programmes for ladies empowerment are
provided by means of the Government. Women empowerment in India performs a very important role
inside the standard improvement of the use of a. So, in an effort to make the use of a absolutely evolved,
ladies empowerment is an crucial tool for the country. In 21st century.

Purpose of the Study
The following are the unique goals

o To know the forms of Empowerment of Women.

o To analyze Women Rights, Legal Protection of Women in Indian Constitution.

. To know the role of NGOs in Women Empowerment.

) To recognize the Government Schemes and Programmes for Women Empowerment.

) To discover how Education has helped Women Empowerment.

. To review how Indian society is changing via Women Empowerment in the21st century.

Women Empowerment in India

Women Empowerment implies the capacity in Women to take decision close to their lifestyles
and paintings and giving identical rights to them in all sphere like: private, social, monetary, political, right
and so forth. We are residing in an age of ladies empowerment wherein girls are working shoulder to
shoulder with guys. A woman additionally manages to balance between their commitment to their
professionals properly as their domestic and circle of relatives. They are playing more than one roles as a
mom, daughter, sister and wife and at running locations as specialists with superb simplicity and
complexity.

Empowerment through Various Enactments

The Indian penal code (IPC) is the initial regulation that defines and announces unique acts as
crimes, and offers for punishment for the same. Provisions under the IPC associated with violence
towards Women are summarized within the table below. In addition to the Indian penal code, crook legal
guidelines have additionally been enacted on specific problems. These consist of:

. The Immoral Traffic (prevention) Act, 1956 In 1956 suppression of Immoral Traffic in Women
and Girls Act referred to as SITA changed into handed. The simple goal of this Act turned into to
punish brothel keepers, procurers and pimps and to prevent prostitution in or in vicinity of public
places. The Act become amended in 1978 and greater recently in 1986 and now titled “the
Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act’. The most important purport of the Act is to inhibit or abolish
commercialized vice; namely, visitors in girls and ladies for motive of prostitution as a prepared
meaning of dwelling.

. The Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 In 1961, the Government of India passed the Dowry Prohibition
Act, making the dowry needs in wedding ceremony preparations illegal. However, many
instances of dowryrelated domestic violence, suicides and murders were mentioned. In the
Eighties, numerous such cases have been suggested. In 1985, the Dowry Prohibition (upkeep
of lists of affords to the bride and bridegroom) policies had been framed. According to these
guidelines, a signed listing of presents given at the time of the marriage to the bride and the
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bridegroom should be maintained. The list should comprise a quick description of each present,
its approximate fee, the name of whoever has given the present and his/her courting to the
person.

The Indecent Representation of Women Act, 1986 To prevent indecent illustration of ladies in
several paperwork, Parliament passed the Indecent Representation of Women Act, 1986. The
item of the Act was to limit indecent illustration of Women through advertisements or in
publications, writings, artwork, figures or in any other manner.

Commission of Sati Prevention Act, 1987 Act was enacted to provide for more effective
prevention of the fee of Sati and its glorification and for subjects linked herewith or incidental
thereto.

The Pre thought and Pre-Natal diagnostic techniques (Prohibition of Sex Selection) Act, 1994
The Act gives for regulation of using pre-natal diagnostic techniques and for the prevention of
the misuse of such techniques for the motive of prenatal sex will power main to lady foeticide.

The safety of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 The objective of the Act is to provide
for greater powerful protection of the rights of girls assured under the Constitution who are
sufferers of violence of any kind happening inside the own family and for incidental subjects.
The Supreme Court has given some of good sized judgments on ladies’ rights in terms of crook
regulation. In Vishal Jeet vs. Union of Indial, the court issued guidelines to all kingdom
governments and union territories to prohibit and eradicate infant prostitution, devadasi and
jogin trade houses, and rehabilitate the sufferers, in Delhi domestic Working Women’s Forum
vs. Union of India2, which concerned sexual attack of 4 domestic people with the aid of seven
army officers in a shifting educate, the supreme court laid down some of suggestions for
growing the sufferer’'s get admission to legal techniques for justice. In Upendra Baxi vs. State of
Uttar Pradesh3, the Supreme Court ordered government of shielding homes to defend the
health of Women inmates without conflicting with their proper to dignity, in Sheela Barse vs.
State of Maharashtra4, the Supreme Court held that lady suspects ought to be stored in a
separate lock up in the police station and not kept in which male suspects are detained. In
Rekha Kholkar vs. State of Goa5, the Bombay High Court offered reimbursement to Woman
who became charged with theft and bodily assaulted and tortured with the aid of each male and
female police, and issued instructions for interrogation of Women suspects. In the case of
Vishakha vs State of Rajasthan® SC laid down distinct recommendations to save Women from
sexual harassment at work places and considered it important and expedient for employers at
paintings locations or institutions to look at those tips.

Constitutional Rights

The rights and safeguards enshrined in the constitution for Women in India are listed below:
Article 15(1) The state shall not discriminate against any citizen of Indian on the ground of sex.

Article 15(3) The state is empowered to make any special provision for Women. In other words,
this provision enables the state to make affirmative discrimination in favor of Women.

Article 16(2) No citizen shall be discrimination against or be ineligible for any employment or
office under the state on the ground of sex.

Article 23(1) Traffic in human beings and forced labour are prohibited.

Article 39(a) The state to secure for men and Women equally the right to an adequate means of
livelihood.

Article 39(d) The state to secure equal pay for equal work for both Indian men and Women.

Article 39(e) The state is required to ensure that the health and strength of Women workers are
not abused and that they are not forced by economic necessity to enter avocations unsuited to
their strength.

Article 42 The state shall make provision for securing just and humane conditions of work and
maternity relief.

Article 51-A(e) It shall be the duty of every citizen of India to renounce practices derogatory to
the dignity of Women.
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. Article 243-D(3) One third of the total number of seats to be filled by direct election in every
panchayat shall be reserved for Women.

. Article 243-D(4) One third of the total number of offices of chairpersons in the panchayats at
each level shall be reserved for Women.

. Article 243-T(3) One third of the total number of seats to be filled by direct election in every
municipality shall be reserved for Women.

. Article 243-T(4) The offices of chairperson in the municipalities shall be reserved for Women in
such manner as the state Legislature may provide.

Legal Rights
To following various legislations contain several rights and safeguards for Women.

. The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005.

. The Immoral Traffic (prevention) Act, 1956.

. The Indecent Representation of Women (prohibition) Act, 1986.

. The Commission of Sati (prevention) Act, 1987.

. The Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961.

. The Maternity Benefit Act, 1961.

o The Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971.

o The Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (Prohibition of Sex Selection) Act,
1994.

. The Equal Remuneration Act, 1976.

. The Dissolution of Muslim Marriage Act, 1939.

. The Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Divorce) Act, 1986.

. The Family Courts Act, 1984.

. The Indian Penal Code, 1860.

. The Code of Criminal Procedure, 1873.

° The Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1872.

) The Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987.

. The Hindu Marriage Act, 1955.

. The Hindu Succession Act, 1956.

. The Minimum wages Act, 1948.

. The Mines Act, 1952 and the Factories Act, 1948.

Present Scenario in India

Many Social, financial and political provisions have been joined within the charter, related with
girls by using our founding fathers. Women are in all area like Politics, training, sports, media, artwork ad
way of life and technological know-how and Technology. Though they're deep rooted their ft. in all field,
they are nonetheless humiliated, tortured, exploited and victimized. They are nonetheless subjected to
social discrimination, Political discrimination, financial and training discrimination. Suggestions for further
enhancement: “Women are an incarnation of shakthi the goddess of strength. If she is bestowed with
education, Indian’s energy with double. Let the lamp of educating daughter be lit up in every heart — Sri
Narendra Modi, Women empowerment builds self-confidence to face up to discrimination imposed by the
male society which is till dominating the society. Women empowerment is the step of creating cognizance
and potential constructing. So the priority must receive to the education of ladies. Awareness
programmes to be prepared to provide sufficient safety and guide to paintings. Strict implementation of
programmes is wanted to curb the malpractices. Developing leadership traits amongst ladies need to
ends in Women empowerment.

In 11 out of 22 states, land or homeownership among Women has reduced. The share of

Women marrying below the age of 18 continues to be close to 30 percent—similar to 2015 levels. -
Trends around spousal violence are also stagnating, with almost one in three Women having had
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experienced some sort of physical or sexual violence from their husbands. The survey was conducted
before the lockdown, and the fact that domestic violence has surged during the pandemic—an
approximately 60 percent increase between November 2019 and 2020—is likely to have worsened these
trends. Despite an increase in modern family planning methods, the burden of family planning continues
to fall largely on Women, with female sterilization accounting for more than 60 percent of total
contraception usage.”

Conclusion

Therefore we see that in 21st century societies have being regular girls’ empowerment for
improvement of the sector, Women as an active agent for development, participation in and guiding their
very own development. Women training are important within the 21st century for Women empowerment.
Education is a crucial tool that permits Women to take part in choices that have an effect on their lives
and in improving their social popularity. Women empowerment makes them impartial selection makers.
Through which social, political and financial improvement of a rustic is possible. So, to expand country.
Women must be empowered from all guidelines. For this the ladies ought to be provided greater scopes
and blessings. As we heard quote quoted with the aid of Ms.Leela Seth that “all of us know that ladies
are half of the arena and hold up half of the sky however where they are in terms of equality”®. The
concept of gender equality has roots in long again to history. To solve the discussion on gender equality
the idea ladies empowerment grows. The present condition of ladies rely upon and historic time, British
rule and social way of life of India. Judiciary time to time playing an critical function whilst the occasions
arise When we inspect 21st century we can see Women are doing top notch in every and each filed.
Empowering Women is to lead them to independent in all components from mind, idea, rights, choices
and many others via leaving all the social and family limitations. It also carried equality in the society for
both male and female in all areas. Women empowerment is very vital to make the vibrant destiny of the
family, society and United States of America. Still its long route to see its guys is equal to girls in society.
It's not enough to enact some of law, legal guidelines, law there's want to accomplished social, financial,
educations, social repute of Women.
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