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Globalization and Higher Education in India: An Overview

Dr. Ratna Rao

Introduction
Theodore Levitt, a former professor at the Harvard Business School is pioneer

in using the term "globalization". According to Cambridge Dictionary Globalization is
“A situation in which available goods and services, or social and cultural influences,
gradually become similar in all parts of the world.”

Globalization is a process and a concept which allows or creates conditions
where all the aspects like culture, politics, economics, technology, resources, and
ideas at the regional, national and local level mingle together to form a bond. This
phenomenon is largely evident during the last 20th and current 21st century. When the
term globalization is perceived in education it is the collaboration of ideas, systems,
syllabi and many other aspects of education moving hand in hand and learning from
each other at the global or international level. The meaning of Higher education is the
education beyond the Secondary level, or education provided by universities at the
tertiary level.
Higher Education Meaning and Perspective

The status of Higher Education is different in different countries. India is third
largest in Higher education behind the China and United States. In a survey
undertaken by Human Resource Development and the data released by the HRD
minister Mr. Javedkar, in India the numbers of various institutes that provide Higher
education are as below:
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Universities Colleges Standalone institutes
864 40,026 11,669

India is one of the rare countries where English, other than the regional
languages spoken in different states of India for research as well as higher education.
Higher education receives lot of attention from the citizens of India and the central
government other than the state government takes active interest in education and
keeps bringing changes to make the education system rigorous and fruitful. Central
Government through University Grants commission and MHRD formulate various
policies and rules to step up the standard of higher education time to time. There are
many more regulatory bodies like AICTE, MCI, BCI, NCTE and those under state
governments that take up the issues and challenges pertaining to higher education.
The institutes of higher education can be formed by various ways.

The Central Universities are established by an act of Parliament, State
Universities are established by State Legislature, Deemed Universities that have the
power to award their own degrees, Universities of National Eminence like the IIT’s,
IIMs are established by status of Parliament and Government aided and un aided
universities established by State Legislative Act. In India there are 65 Technical
education institutes funded by central government, Indian Institutes of Management,
National Institutes of Technology (NITs) and Indian Institute of Science (IISc) and
Engineering colleges set up by engineering colleges. All India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE) plays a crucial role in regulating and approving institutions in
engineering, architecture, hotel management and Catering technology, management
studies, computer applications and applied arts & craft. Vocational educations are
imparted by the means of public and private polytechnics. Open Universities in the
country has a bigger presence that provides education in different branches and
subjects synchronously and asynchronously.
Globalization in Education

Globalization in education must be given priority and taken more seriously as
the societies we live in are shaped by education and only if the education is globalized
other dimensions like culture, economics; politics and so on will be shaped to affect
the world. Internationalization or globalization of education and the subjects studied in
schools and colleges plus the way they are studied effects the world economy
because of which globalization of education has become pertinent. It provides a
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foundation for partnerships in teaching and learning, research and thus leads to
exchange of not only the students but also the syllabi and the ideas generated during
the course of partnerships. Globalizations is providing an impetus to industries,
business which may in a later period bring an era which can change the whole face of
trading and business, even for the smaller and local traders. Individual institutes and
schools play a vital role in implementing the rapid changes governing globalization. It
is the role and also the duty of the universities and other higher educational bodies to
respond to the changing times and implement the expectations of the societies of the
world. The National Committee of Inquiry into Higher Education reiterates as follows:
“Higher education is principal to the social, economic and cultural health of the nation.
It will contribute not only through the intellectual development of students and by
preparing them for work, but also by adding to the world’s store of knowledge and
understanding,..”

The face of the universities and its role is going to change drastically with the
advent and popularization of Globalization as it is not only limited to provide
knowledge and help them find a job but also to provide experience in form of values
and make students learn and notice issues like social experiences and responsibility,
volunteer work, citizenship where age and degrees are not the only deciding criterion.
The criteria for Higher education would be the motivation to learn and the ability to
generate interest in the surroundings. The asynchronous education will take centre
stage where students would be allowed to takes courses and degrees both part time
and full time. The focus will be on the depth of knowledge and not on the number of
degrees each one has. Focus on research and creating an academic environment will
take centre stage with globalization. “As higher education is an investment in human
progress and prosperity, during fast social and economic change, it is especially
important that universities and other institutions of higher education consider their
contribution to society from abroad long- term perspective.”(Ministry of Education,
Science, Sport and Culture,1995).

Globalization which is the principal force shapes the environment and our
surroundings. Digitalization and communication acts a synergy between institutions
and individuals across the world in a never before seen way. Digitalization has
brought closer the whole world and the concept of global village has become alive
because of it. Sharing of ideas, best practices, new researches are immediately
spread across geographical regions that lead to discussions and finally more sharing
and generating of newer ideas.

One of the main aims of globalization is to create students’ awareness of the
world around them and beyond them. It does not restrict itself there but also moves
ahead and aims further to make them aware of the world’s heritage, creativity
difference in the styles of living, communication and lot more. Economic systems,
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literature and culture, human rights and social justice are subjects that globalization
would handle and needs to handle. Globalization also blurs the boundaries between
disciplines brings about dimensions unknown from multidisciplinary and
interdisciplinary approach. This will bring the world much closer and maybe the
learners will look at the world problems and conflicts with newer pair of eyes. The
problems in another country will not be sidetracked thinking it as unnecessary but will
be discussed and solutions found to solve them.

In an era when we have plenty of information, globalization in education will
help us to discriminate between the authentic and fake and will provide learners who
think and work ethically, critically and creatively.
Effect of Globalization on Education

The effects of globalization cannot be listed in a straight forwarded and simple
way as they are multifold and layered.

The teaching of subjects and domains that were not considered important has
become pertinent and crucial to sustain globalization. One of such subject is ethics
and values. India stands in the top most countries where corruption and bribery are
rampant. In this scenario teaching ethics and values in a way that students know
different ethical practices and also practice them should be the focus point. Students
should learn and understand that it would help the economic, scientific, political
scenarios in the world front and not only will be limited to our country.

The second most important thing is to teach them Communication skills. To
make students aware that communication is not only expressing ideas and sharing
but also understanding how cultures affect one’s verbal and mostly non- verbal
communication and also how to keep these things in perspective while communicating
with people of other countries.

Different practices and policies pertaining to trade has changed overtime that
has led to the increase in trade and the mobility of goods, services and money flow.
The whole outlook has made a drastic change in the business and trade sector as
innovations, highly skilled professionals have taken the impetus from quantity to
quality and professional flexibility has become the core.

Competition is increased by Globalization because productivity and efficiency
are the core capabilities everyone is concentrating on. Many new policies defining
qualities are emerging and continuous assessment of every factor related to
production, especially the human resource is given lot of weight. This resulted in
giving more importance to quality and quality has become the key factor in education.
Different parameters, Standards and instruments are invented day in day out which
are used to test the education system in a country as well as the different
stakeholders of education. Accountability, transparency, educational institutes, faculty
are often tested and asked to perform according to the global standards.
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Today, even countries and states in different countries compete to determine
whose students can perform the best in international student assessment programs.
Introduction of international test comparisons, such as (Program for International
Student Assessment) and (Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study),
has been one of the strongest pretexts for school reforms in many countries including
many of the transition economies (Hargreaves,2001).

Competition in every facet of schooling has become the norm of the day and it
is perceived that this competition will usher quality too, as it has happened with
business and market, seems to be far- fetched. Different educational standards are
created to make the competitions impartial and comparable. The newer trends in the
West, and especially in countries like Finland, Singapore are studied and exchanges
of ideas take place which bring innovations and ‘Best Practices’ of these countries to
our door steps as well. Students compete at different levels in different subjects and
competitive exams are taken by them and the results are scrutinized keeping the
global trends in mind. The educational accrediting bodies are also affected by these
trend of competition and bring up policies keeping in perspective these trends whose
core focus is diversity and flexibility. According to (Carnoy, 1999), the approach which
governments take in reforming their education sector and its responses to
globalization depends on three key factors: a) the government’s objective financial
situation. b) Its interpretation of that situation. c) Its political-ideological position
regarding the public sector in education.

Globalization in education is seeing faster all round development in every
sector right from industry to economy to trade and business. The stress on quality,
information and knowledge is changing the country and there is a paradigm shift in the
roles of teachers, students, parents and society as a whole. Cultural shift is one of the
major changes that globalization has brought forward. The culture of stressing more
on knowledge, quality along with the way one thinks and perceives things is changing
drastically. The norm of the date from global citizens to ‘glocal’ citizens is fast catching
up with the society. Follow the cultural and traditions of your society and family but
think and act globally.

With the advent of digitalization and technology, the way education is imparted
in the institutes is also changing. Use of digital tools and platforms available online are
finding their way in the classrooms. Online teaching and learning along with
assessment has become the norm of the day in most of the institutes of Higher
Learning. Chalk and Talk method, used in the past is on the decline and audio-visual
aids, smart black boards, and social media tools are used to impart education. For the
purpose of assessment also, online tools available on internet galore are being used
with expertise by many institutes. Skype, video conferencing along with other sources
has blurred the geographical, time, age and knowledge borders. Television which was
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the source of entertainment has also become a powerful source of disseminating
knowledge, You tube, Face Book, Google and many other platforms have not only
remained the sources of entertainment but have fast grown and are becoming very
powerful sources of knowledge dissemination. Students, empowered by these
sources are changing their learning styles and becoming stronger with the new found
liberty of time and space. Desktops and laptops that can be accessed through internet
and can store information, texts, and images in huge quantity are the leading forces of
education. The blurring of geographical divisions has evolved a new concept where
books from various libraries of the best universities of the world and be accessed at
the click of a button. Lessons from experts in the field can be heard at no extra cost.
Best of courses from experts and renowned universities can be taken and added to
our profile through on line courses. Fellow students sitting at any corner of the world
can come to you through the net to discuss and add to your knowledge. Urge to learn
has become the core factor to accumulate knowledge in whatever domain you want to
go ahead in.

All these things have made it imperative that the teachers and students also
become not only literate but also experts in using these digital tools. Teachers, if not
armed by technology, can fast disappear into oblivion. Pen and paper that were the
only sources of knowledge are being replaced by internet and keypads. Rote learning
has taken a back seat and inquiry, experimentation, innovation is becoming the latest
equipment to gain and remain updated.

Thus, synchronization and synchronization both are becoming the norm in
education where distance, place and time of learning become immaterial. Today’s
haves’ and have- nots’ are not the ones who do not have one but are the ones who
can afford the information technology and can use it for knowledge gaining and the
ones who cannot afford the technology and remain obvious to the new trends. The
challenge to the governments’ world over is to wake up to the new trend and provide
digital resources to the citizens and especially to the educational institutes and
students. In a country like India the challenge is to provide the internet resources to
areas which are located in such geographical regions which remain inundated by land
or water. Seeking education or not seeking education on has become dependent on
having or not having digital resources. A dearth of structure, organization and finances
makes it difficult to implement any technological and communication development.
However, less developed countries have taken leaves from the Western countries and
are taking their countries ahead and promoting education to embrace modernity and
educational reforms.

These reforms are affecting rapidly the countries world –wide, and we find
ourselves in the midst of economies which believe in free trade. Educational institution
obviously have reacted accordingly, by becoming more market oriented, focusing their



Globalization and Higher Education in India: An Overview 241

energy more on creating capitals rather than providing sufficient education for
students.(Benking,1997) With the meaning of globalization new attitudes and values
are coming into force. The requisite for the people of any country is to learn newer
concepts and adopt themselves to new ways of life. Each country makes new rules to
educate the students according to the necessities of global world. Universities are
expected to inform the world of their original research achievements and to train
people who can work successfully in the international community.

When taken into consideration from that point of view it can be visualized that
to develop exchange programs of teachers and students and to improve admission
systems for foreign students gain importance.(Benking,1997). Keeping the above in
mind it becomes imperative for the world governments to set important and major
progressive objectives for future programs in the framework of globalization.

The objectives of the governments should be to: a) Support for policies to
generalize access to a quality education to all sectors of the population, with special
concern for at-risk groups. b)Develop programs that support “socioeconomically at-
risk boys, girls, youth and adults.” c) to make an educational policy that keeps the
focus on human rights, peace, values and equality of gender, rights and opportunities.
d) Develop collaboration of institutions dedicated to educational development as
related to citizenship, multicultural societies and sustainable development. e) Promote
the consolidation and collaboration of institutions dedicated to indigenous education. f)
Provide support for the development of the educational systems of countries with
especially difficult economic circumstances.

Teachers are the focal point in globalization of education. New courses for
teacher development and in-house teacher training must come to fore to keep
upgrading the standard of education. The mind set of teachers should change from
the traditional attitude and become open to the reforms. Ancient knowledge
amalgamated with the latest trends can create wonders in overhauling the system.
The many problems faced by teachers at various levels should be solved by
discussion with teachers as well as policy makers. Teachers need to be motivated
extrinsically and intrinsically to embrace the changes and adapt to the changes which
are much needed. Policy makers need to view the whole education system holistically
and discuss across the table with the people involved in teaching and learning before
creating new policies. Another factor that needs much focus is the syllabi of different
subjects. A new syllabi that is same across the country and is governed by the latest
know how is needed. Uniformity of resources available and the faculty to take it
forward is the next challenge. In a country where diversity is a strength also becomes
a hindrance when the different set of parents, syllabi, teachers and learners create a
big confusion over the new norms and policies.
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Conclusion
Globalization has effected is effecting the whole educational scenario

wherein the teachers and students play crucial role in this. The society is fast
changing from industrial based society to information based society. There are
many disadvantages of Globalization in education. Instead of lessening the divide
between the rich and the poor the gap is becoming more evident because of the
divide brought forward by the technology. The weaker economies are facing the
crunch of technology in education which is resulting in frustration among the youth,
unemployment, violence and antisocial behavior. Many families and students are
left immune from education and knowledge just because they cannot afford the
cost of growing technology in education.

The challenge in the 21st century is not only to equip students with new
knowledge but also to equip them with skills and attitude that can make them
responsible adults and citizen of a country. The final goal of education has not only
remained to get knowledge but has gone much beyond by making learners aware of
the global trends, culture and to provide themselves with an attitude to accept these
changes within themselves and prepare the environment in such way to foster growth
of self and the world. Thus the biggest challenge globalization offers is to envisage the
betterment of the whole world and its citizens not limiting one to the restricted
geographical boundaries and inner boundaries. The need of the day is to make
Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam, the Indian ethos of yesteryears, the main stream once again
to think and act globally.
References
 Agrawal, M, (2008): “Education in Third World and India: A Development Perspective”.

New Delhi, Kanishka Publication, ISBN 81-8457-023-6.
 Arunachalam, P. “Higher Education Sector in India: Issues and Imperatives”. Journal

of Global Economy, Volume 6 No 4, July August, 2010.
 Benking, H.(1997).A Humane Information Society or Information War.
 Deepti Gupta & Navneet Gupta, (2012): “Higher Education in India: Structure,

Statistics and Challenges”, Journal of Education and Practice, ISSN 2222-1735
(Paper) ISSN 2222-288X (Online) Vol 3, No 2.

 Gordon, G. (1999).Managing the Changes Inherent in Developing the Learning Society:
Issues, Choices and Strategies. Quality Assurance in Education, Vol. 7(3): p.1-9.

 Hargreaves, A.L. Earl, S. Moore, and S. Manning 2001.Learning to Change: Teaching
Beyond Subjects and Standards. San Francisco: Jose-Bass.






